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U.K. TV icon Bet 
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Carlos sidekick committed for trial 

BERLIN (AFP) — Johannes Wetnrieh. conadered the righthand 
man of "Carlos,” has been formally committed for trial for murder 
over a bloody bomb attack against the French cultural centre in 
Berlin, a justice department spokesman said Friday. One person 
was killed and 23 were wooxtded in the attack of Aug. 25. 1983 on 
the Maison de Fiance, which was believed to be part of a campaign 
by Carlos to secure the release of his German girlfriend Magdalena 
Kopp, imprisoned in France. Mr. Weinrjch, 48, who was handed 
over to Germany earlier this year by the authorities of Yemen 
a(bere he had been in bidding, is said to have helped plan the 
attack and to have provided the explosive used. Brought back to 
Germany on June 4, less than a year after Sudan handed“Caiios 1 *’ 
the Venezuelan-bare THich Ramirez Sanchez, over to the French 
authorities, he is also suspected in connection with a number of 
other attacks carried out in Europe by the Carlos group in the 
early 1980s. The charge-sheet accuses Mr. Weinridi of having 
brought 2438 kilogrammes of the explosive nitropenta from 
Romania to East Berlin in May 1982. 
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Hizbullah fighter dies after attack 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A HaboUah guerrilla died on Friday of tus 
injuries after an attack that lulled six Israeli soldieis in South 
Lebanon five days earlier, his group said. The attack, inflicting the 
heaviest Israeli death toll for two years, took place last .'Sunday in 
Israel's “security zone” which runs along the two countries’ 
bonier. A senior Israeli army commander warned Hizbollah that 
bis troops would retaliate for the deaths of nine Israeli soldiers. M I 
don't want to go into too much detail, but no one from the 
Hizb ollah is safe from the long arm of the Israeli anr.y," Major 
general Amiram Levine told the daily Maariv in ari interview 
published Friday. The Israeli cabinet this week gave the army a 
"free band” against Hizbollah to retaliate for the two deadly 
ambushes in South Lebanon. However, the ministers stopped 
short of ordering an extensive ground attack against the guerrillas. 
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King heads for U.N. 
celebrations, talks 
with world leaders 

HM, in address to non-aligned, calls for 
focus on socio-economic development 

fy a jordso Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein headed for the 
United States on Friday to 
attend the 50th anniversary 
celebrations of the United 
Nations, where he is also 
expected to meet with world 
leaders, inducting many from 
the Arab World. 

The King, who will pay a 
brief private visit to the un- 
ited Kingdom on his way to 
the U.N. at New York, will 
deliver an address at the 
world body’s celebrations 
outlining Jordan’s views on 
the role the U.N. in resolving 
Internationa] disputes, and 
the U.N.'s activities in social 
services, health and educa- 
tion, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, reported. 

“My speed] will summarise 
my feelings as 50 year? 
elapsed on the foundation of 
this organisation,’* said the 
King in remarks to the press 
published Friday. 

“We have dealt with the 
United Nations for so long,” 
added King Hussein, who 
took the helm of Jordan only 
seven years after the birth of 
the U.N. 

On his way back from the 
U.N., the Kmg will make a 
stopover in Spain to accept 
the prestigious Prince Astur- 
ias Concord Prize, which was 
awarded to him in apprecia- 


tion of his efforts for peace 
and in service of human 
rights. 

The King is accompanied 
on the visit by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah and Princess 
Rania, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan AJ Qasem, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad, die King’s 
military secretary. 

Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid was swom in 
to serve as Regent during the 
King’s absence from home. 

At the U.N., the King is 
expected to bold talks with 
many of the more than 50 
other world leaders attending 
the world body's anniversary 
celebrations. 

The London-based A1 
Hayat Arabic daily reported 
from Riyadh, the Saudi capit- 
al. King Hussein and Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Azz, the 
Saudi deputy prime minister, 
were expected to meet at the 
U.N. 

It will be the first meeting 
of that level between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia after the 
Gulf crisis, when Jordan's re- 
lations with the Gulf states 
were strained. Ties have im- 
proved since then, and the 
king recently expressed hope 
that a Jordanian-Saudi sum- 
mit would be held sdon. 

The Saudi foreign minister. 


Prince Saud A1 Faisal, is ex- 
pected to visit Jordan later 
this month and the newly 
appointed Saudi ambassador 
to Jordan is due in Amman 
around the same time. 

Kuwait’s emir. Sheikh Ja- 
ber A1 Ahmad AI Sabah, will 
also be attending the U.N. 
celebrations, but there was 
no report of a planned meet- 
ing between the King and the 
emir. 

However, according to a 
diplomatic source, “there is 
no reason that foe emir and 
King Hussein should not 
meet.” 

The foreign ministers of 
Jordan and Kuwait have met 
and agreed to continue con- 
tacts in a bid to return bilater- 
al relations to normal. Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad' Al Sabah, 
the Kuwaiti minister, might 
visit Jordan soon, according 
to unconfirmed reports. 

All member states of the 
Saudi-led Gulf Cooperation 
Council will send delegations 
to foe Oct. 29-31 Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit in Amman. 

Other Arab leders attend- 
ing the U.N. celebrations in 
New York include Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, Algerian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres: No progress for peace 
unless Syria changes its stand 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said on Friday 
there would be no movement 
in peace talks with Syria un- 
less Damascus changed its 
negotiating approach. 

“To talk about one issue 
from among an abundance of 
issues, mid to talk only on 
one level from among a 
plethora of levels, that is a 
mistake. Things will not 
move,”' Mr. Peres told 
Israel's army radio in an in- 
terview on four years of talks 
with Syria. 

Israel has long called for 
talks between its Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, or at least between 
die states' foreign ministers. 

Negotiations so far have 
been conducted between 
ambassadors and military 
officers, focusing mainly on 
security issues. 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel 


Martin Indyk said Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 


would meet Mr. Rabin in 
New York on Saturday and 
also hold talks with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa. 

“Hopefully, as a result of 
those discussions, we will 
have a better idea of what the 
next step will be," Mr. Indyk 
toW Israel Radio on Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. Rabin left Israel on 
Friday for celebrations of the 
United Nations’ 50tb 
anniversary. He will go to 
Washington on Oct. 25. 

Israel’s talks with Syria, its 
arch-foe for more than 40 
years, are stuck with Damas- 
cus demanding Israel return 
all of foe Golan Heights arid 
Israel promising to discuss 
foe size of a pullback only 
after being assured a full 
peace. 

Recently Syria has accused 
Israel of wasting time in 
negotiations and Israel has 
charged Damascus with re- 
neging on agreements to re- 
sume talks on security issues 


at a low military level. 

This week Mr. Rabin slam- 
med Syria over guerrilla 
attacks on Israeli troops in 
Lebanon in which nine sol- 
diers died. 

Mr. Peres on Friday denied 
his government might be 
dragging its feet on foe Syrian 
peace track ahead of Israel’s 
November 1996 national 
elections. Israel’s public is 
overwhelmingly opposed to 
total withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

The foreign minister said 
an agreement with Syria was 
key to a comprehensive Mid- 
dle East peace. 

“The agreement with Syria 
has to he foe summation of 
ail foe agreements between 
ourselves and our neighbours 
... that is, to lead to compre- 
hensive peace,” he said. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
said U.S. officials believe 
that Mr. Rabin and President 
Assad are not interested in 
reaching a peace agreement 
in foe near future. 
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Bosnian ceasefire is holding 
amid revelations of atrocities 
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SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
A ceasefire aimed at paving 
ttie way for peace talks m foe 
United States seemed to be 
holding in most of Bosnia 
except for foe northwest, foe 
United Nations said on Fri- 
day. 

The truce in Bosnia mean- 
while continued to hold up 
well along 800 kilometres of 
confrontation line, U.N. 

military spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chris 
Vernon told reporters in 
Sarajevo. 

“In the northwest, howev- 
er, numerous violations are 
°ccaring on both sides,” he 
added. 

Col. Vernon said that 
although it was unlikely foe 
fighting would spread the 
doesn’t 
climate for 
peace talks. “He also accused 
®e government of violating 
ceasefire terms by barring 
U-N. monitors from foe area. 

But for foe first time since 
«ve trace went into effect 
days ago, foe Bosnian 


Serb army reported on Friday 
morning that the ceasefire 
was being “chiefly respected” 
around Sanski Most, a town 
in foe northwest whore pitch- 
ed battles continued long af- 
ter other fronts calmed. 

Bosnian Serbs and govern- 
ment military representatives 
met at Sarajevo airport on 
Thursday and agreed to issue 
fresh ceasefire orders. Offic- 
ers from both sides were due 
to meet on the Banja Luka- 
Mrkonjic Grad road and the 
Sanslti Most-Prijedor road la- 
ter in the day, foe Col. Ver- 
non said. 

The rivals were persuaded 
by the United States to 
accept foe truce, the 35fo 
during Bosnia's 42-monfo old 
war, in order to calm tensions 
before peace negotiations 
start on October 31. 

The president of Bosnia, 
Croatia and Serbia, foe latter 
negotiating also on behalf of 
foe Bosnia Serbs, will attend 
foe talks at Wright-Patterson 
air force base near Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Hopes foT peace were 
raised after foe latest round 
of whirlwind diplomacy by 
U.S. negotiator Richard Hol- 
brooke, Russia’s Igor Ivanov 
and foe European Union’s 
Carl BfldL 

Yugoslavia and Bosnia 
to exchange liaison 
ices, a low-level form of 
diplomatic contact, while, 
Croatia promised not to go to 
war to recover eastern Slavo- 
nia from rebel Serbs. 

The United States adminis- 
tration and NATO arc mean- 
while making plans to en- 
force a hoped-for peace with 
the largest troop deployment 
since foe 1991 Gull war. 

President Bill Clinton in- 
sisted he -could dispel opposi- 
tion in Congress to sending 
U.S. troops to Bosnia and 
said they would have to stay 
about a year. 

“I believe that in foe end 
that the congress will support 
tins operation,” he told a 
White House news confer- 
ence. 



Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid is swom in as Regent in the presence of 
His Majesty King Hussein shortly before the King headed for the U-N. to attend the 
world body's 50tn anniversary celebrations (Petra photo) 

Customs, fee and tax on most 
items to be under 50 % ceiling 

Changes will take effect as of Jan. 1, 1996 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
has decided to reduce customs 
duties on most items except 
cans, tobacco products and al- 
cohol. informed sources said 
Friday. 

The reductions will be the 
second in one year on most 
major products. The govern- 
ment brought down customs 
duties on most items to 50 
per cent late last year. 

The new reduced rates of 
'customs duties come in the 
wake of an increase in the 
baseline general sales tax to 
10 per cent from seven per 
cent and an across-the-broad 
cut in income tax that mostly 
benefit the low-income, 
groups and businessmen. 

They also come ahead of 
Jordan's entry to the Worid. 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 
WTO membership is contin- 
gent of members reducing tar- 
iffs to a floor level of around 
45 per cent, and removing 
most* protective barriers in 
trade except when the con- 
cerned country is bound by 
any economic restructuring 
programme agreed with the 


International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

According to the sources, 
the planned reductions in 
customs duties involve all 
products which are now sub- 
ject to more than 50 per cent 
in customs duties, taxes and 
fees. They will now be sub- 
ject to a ceiling of 50 per cent 
(30 per cent in duties and 20 
per cent in fees and taxes) 
with the exception of 

— All types of alcoholic 
drinks; 

- all types of tobacco 
products, cigarettes and 
cigars; and 

- cars. 

Further changes in the pre- 
sent customs duty, fee and tax 
structure involve: 

Goods hitherto subject to 
45 per cent customs, fees and 
taxes will now carry a ceiling 
of 40 per cent (20 per cent 
customs duties and 20 per 
cent in fees and taxes). 

- Goods hitherto subject to 
. 35 per cent customs, fees 3nd 
taxes (15 per cent customs 
and 20 per cent fees and 
taxes) will now cany: 

a. 10 per cent customs du- 
ties on 80 per cent of the 
value of the imported product 


plus 20 per cent in fees and 
taxes. 

b. 20 per cent customs du- 
ties and 20 per cent in fees 
and taxes on the remaining 
20 per cent of the value of the 
imported product. 

The estimate change in 
government revenue as a re- 
sult of the reductions and 
amendments was not immedi- 
ately known. 

Government officials have 
consistently rejected reports 
that proposals were being 
considered to bring down the 
customs duties on car. The of- 
ficials point out that the gov- 
ernment offered a sizeable re- 
duction (27 per cent to 45 per 
cent depending on the engine 
size of the vehicle) late Iasi 
year. 

Replying to complaints 
from businesses that large 
transport vehicles sitill cost 
high when compared to prices 
in the region, the officials 
point out that the newly 
adopted Investment 
Promotion Law provides for 
.customs duty exemption for 
heavy vehicles if they are di- 
rectly used in the transport of 
goods produced by industrial 
units involving fresh capital. 


Baghdad urges Washington 
to accept Saddam legitimacy 

Minister expects problems with U.N. 
inspections to be resolved in weeks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Irag on Friday urged the 
United States to acknow- 
ledge that President Sad- 
dam Hussein represents his 
people and deal with him 
after bis victory in the 
country’s first presidential 
referendum. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton “should deal with the 
facts resulting from the re- 
ferendum,” held Sunday in 
which President Saddam 
obtained 99.96 per cent of 
tiie votes, foe official daily 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah 
said. 

“The U.S. reputation 
would not suffer from a 
positive response to Iraq’s 
invitation to a dialogue,” it 
added, referring to 
Washington’s reservations 
about dealing with some 
governments it araises of 
being undemocratic. 

The ruling Baafo Party 
newspaper, Al Thawra, 
said: “The attitude of 
Western countries, which 
are trying to play down the 
referendum result, win lead 
them to lose more of their 
interests.” 

It was referring to foe 
possible contracts that 
could be awarded by Iraq 
after the lifting of the U.N. 
oil and trade embargo iro- . 
posed since its Aagnst 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

In his appointment 
speech Tuesday, President 
Saddam called for a “new 
chapter” in foreign rela- 
tions. The United States 
called foe referendum a 


“farce.” 

Meanwhile, Iraq expects 
to solve aQ its arms control 
problems with the United 
Nations “within weeks,” 
Oil Minister Amir Moham- 
mad Rasheed said on 
Thursday. 

“We think we wQl settle 
all foe pending issues relat- 
ing to the fast programmes 
so that in the coming few 
weeks we could finalise this 
final episode of (U.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 687,” he told a news 
conference. 

Rolf Eke us, foe bead of 
the U.N. Special Commis- 
sion on Iraq's arms prog- 
rammes, would come back 
to Baghdad within two or 
three weeks for what Iraq 
hopes will be foe last round 
of talks on details erf these 
past programmes, be said. 

“He (Ekeus) knows very 
well now that Iraq' is fully 
credible and fully open and 
all the necessary informa- 
tion is either being supplied 
to his inspection teams oil 
answered, so I don’t think 
this problem win continue. 

“If Iraq fulfils its obliga- 
tions, the Security Council 
has an obligation to lift foe 
oil embargo... we have ful- 
filled. There is still this 
tittle problem of the past 
prog ram mes, which we are 
now settling in the coining 
few weeks,” he added. 

“The minister, who has 
assumed responsibility for 
military industrialisation 
from defector Hussein 
Kamel, said the defector 


had been responsible for 
preventing Iraq obtaining a 
clean bill of hiialth from 
Mr. Ekeus. 

“This influencing factor, 
which was an iDbstade in 
cooperation with foe spe- 
cial commission, has dis- 
appeared so since early Au- 
gust we have seen very 
frank,” he said!. 

Asked if the United 
States and its allies might 
find pretexts to keep U?N. 
sanctions kn place. 
Lieutenant. -Gene raj 
Rasheed said: 

“They are ve»y profes- 
sional and always falsifying 
our position and generating 
new stories about Iraq not 
fulfilling its obligations and 
so on. 

.“But I think our con- 
tinuous approach, to be 
very objective and con- 
structive, and to stick to 
oar obligations... is foe 
right path, which we are 
now following;.” 

After bis ilast visit to 
Baghdad, Mr. Ekeus gave 
the U.N. Security Council 
a critical report and said 
Iraq had made more adv- 
ances than previously 
thought on ail types of ban- 
ned weapons — nudear, 
ballistic, chemical and 
biological. 

Mr. Ekeus :said Iraq had 
concealed frfrm his team a 
large biological weapons 
programme, its chemical 
missile warherad Sight test 
and work on the develop- 
ment of a missile to deliv- 
ery a nuclear warhead. 


Palestinians protest 
Israel’s land grabs 


HALHUL. occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Almost 
i 300 Palestinians demons- 
\ trated here Friday against 
' Israel’s seizure of land for 
construction of roads linking 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank. 

The demonstrators held a 
t-in and prayed on a small 
ijjarcel of expropriated land 
^vbere vines are growing. 

1 They said Israeli military 
authorities had seized 280 
hectares of Palestinian land 
tc> build a military camp and 
ari 11-kilometre road in this 
area in the south of the terri- 
tory. 

'The road will avoid Palesti- 
nian villages and link the 
, Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arlba near Hebron with that 
at Karnei Tzur when Israel 
gives foe Palestinians self- 
rule in the territory, which it 
has occupied since 1967. 

“The army is talcing our 
best hind for the benefit of 30 
settlers living at Karnei 
Tzur,” said Hatem Abu Day- 
eh, one of the protestors, 
who criticised foe Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
for failing to react to foe 
confiscations. 

Tine Israeli army moni- 
tored the protest from a dis- 
tance but did not intervene. 
The demonstration passed off 


without incident. 

Khalil Tufakji, a geog- 
rapher with an Arab studies 
centre in lE^iSt Jerusalem, said 
Israel was. building seven 
roads total ling 45 kilometres 
to bypass Palestinian areas. 

Israel h:is said it will rede- 
ploy its rroops in the West 
Bank, as agreed in a Sept. 28 
accord ivi.fo the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
extendi n g Palestinian self- 
rule in die territory, when the 
roads axe finished to provide 
security for settlers. 

PoUi*re confront Zeevi 

A I'jardline Israeli legisla- 
tor. w 'ho has vowed to shoot 
any Palestinian policeman 
tryin g to stop him. finally 
cam ' : face to face with that 
real ity Friday — and balked. 

“ I didn't have my gun with 
me said Rehavam Zeevi, a 
foi rmer army commander of 
fo e West Bank and a leader 
of; the Moledet, or “home- 
land,” party, which opposes 
tile Israel-Palestine Libera- 
t'iOn Organisation (PLO) 
t 'iccord. 

Mr. Zeevi said the con- 
frontation came when he led 
a group of supporters to an 
old synagogue in the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Libya expels more 
despite agreement 

CABRO (Agencies) — Libya 
has forced more Palestinian s 
to leave the country in viola 
tion of an agreement wit h 
Egypt that it would end t'oie 
expulsions, the Palestine 1LJ- 
beraiuon Organisation (PLO) 
representative to foe At tab 
League said Friday. : 

Mohammad Sobeih, toe 
PLO} representative, said 
arouihd 40 people in eiijfcht 
Palestinian families had ar- 
rived i at a makeshift Gimp 
housiing 1,000 refugees i n a 
desen no man’s land betw een 
Egypt and Libya's borde r in 
foe piast two days. 

“Colonel Moammar 
Qadfaafi has not yet im- 
plemented the October 6 
accord with Egypt on ha ’.ting 
the expulsions of Pallesti- 
nians.i” he said. 

“Since that date, doze ns of 
Palestinians have conti.jnued 
to arri've in small groups in no 
man’s jland at the Egy |5tian- 
Libyan! border ” ! 

Egyptian border police 
confirmed Friday that t he ex- 


pulsionis were continuing. 
“More than 200 Palestinians 
have arrived at foe dep »ortees 
camp since Oct. 6,” sa i:d one 
official, j 

“Since that date , 800 
others jhave been a'ble to 
cross Egypt to bo to tins Gaza 
Strip,” he said, adding that 
they had Israeli documents 
enabling^ them to en t er the 
autonomous Palestinin n terri- 
tory. J 

Mr. Stpbeih urged Egypt to 
renew efforts to persuade 
Qadhafi to honour foe: agree- 
ment. | 

Egyptian Foreign ! Minister 


Ami' Musa announced on 
Oct. 13 that be had secured 
the baas of an agreement 
with the Libyan leader a 
week earlier providing for the 
expulsions to be halted. « 

Mr. Musa also said Colonal 
Qadhafi had agreed to allow 
foe Palestinians stranded on 
the border to return to Libya 
within two weeks. 

The Libyan leader 
announced in September his 
intention to expel all 30,000 
Palestinians in his country to 
try to show up what he called 
ttie failure of Israeli-PLO 
peace accords to create a 
viable Palestinian homeland. 
Some 5,000 Palestinians have 
since left Libya. 

Ron Redmond, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said in Geneva 
that 10 to 12 Palestinians 
were arriving in foe no-man’s 
land between Libya and 
Egypt every day, 

“The situation is de- 
teriorating by foe day,” he 
added. Many of them were 
arriving “soaked to the 
bones” and living in “awful 
conditions.” 

UNHCR has supplied'wa- 
ter and food and hoped to 
send blankets, Redmond 
said. He urged countries to 
take in the Palestinians. 

Meanwhile, stranded 
Palestinians expelled from 
Libya stormed the bridge of a 
ship anchored off Cyprus on 
Friday, but calmed down 
when told that a vessel to 
take most of them to Syria 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hrawi outlines policy 
for his extended term 


BEIRUT l(AP) — President 
Elias Hra'wi pledget.! Friday 
to devote } an unprecedented 
tfaree-yeari extension to his 
term of office to getti. hg Israel 
out of a border endiilve it has 
occupied in South Lebanon 
since 1985. ! 

He also promised 1 in a 30- 
minute televised sj:>eech to 
accelerate recons truction 
from the devastatio n of the 
1975-90 civil war. 

Outlining his pollkaes for 
the next tliree yean:'; the day 
after parliament vote id 1 10-10 
to amend the consti tution to 
extend his six-year Kcnn, the 
68-year-ol(l Maronil.is Catho- 
lic declared hi a speech that 
contained no surprises: 

“The liberation of South 
Lebanon f rom Israel i occupa- 
tion is fo e foremost.: priority 
in our na tional strui*gle. We 
shall concede no territory or 
compromise where our 
sovereignty is concerned.” 

Israel established the so- 
called “jsecurity zone” in raid- 


1985 as its withdrew its army 
from Beirut and other parts 
of the country three years 
after its 1982 invasion. 

However, the Israelis have 
controlled the border enclave 
to one extent or another since 
1978. 

Mr. Hrawi’s Syrian-backed 
administration has declared 
its support for a guerrilla 
campaign aimed at driving 
the Israelis out of foe 1,100- 
square-kilometre enclave. 

The guerrillas are 
spearheaded by Hizbollah 
and they operate with tacit 
support of Syria, the undis- 
puted power in Lebanon. 

“Resisting occupation is an 
expression of rejecting 
occupation,” Mr. Hrawi de- 
clared. “Resistance will stop 
only when the occupation is 
ended.” 

Mr. Hrawi spoke as ten- 
sion was high in the south, 
the last active warfront in the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bahrain 

warns 

against 

sabotage, 

violence 

MANAMA. (AFP) — 
Bahrain's government issued 
a severe warning on Friday 
against any repetition of what 
it described as "acts of sabot- 
age and violence" which 
shook the arcliipelago from 
December 199*1 to April. 

"No state would tolerate 
such acts or be lenient to- 
wards the pei-petrators,” 
Crown Princt: Sheikh 

Hamad Ben Isa A1 Khalifa 
told local newspapers. 

“Those who responded to 
directions from foreign par- 
ties, using method s of sabot- 
age and violence, had broken 
the law. They are traitors 
who must face the due pro- 
cess of the law," he added, 
without naming the parties 
involved. 

“The people of Bahrain 
would not allow suci 1 acts to 
take place," he said, paying 
tribute to the emir, Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman AI Khalifa, 
for his "wisdom" in freeing 
some of those arrested during 
the unrest. 

The authorities have iVeed 
nearly 250 people since Au- 
gust, after an agreement \ vith 
the opposition providing l'or a 
phased release of the de- 
tainees held without trial in 
exchange for normalisatior i- 

The riots started after th e 
arrest of a Shiite Muslim cler - 
ic. Sheikh Ali Salman, who 
was deported to London ict 
January. At least twelve peo- 
ple were IdlJed in the unrest. 

Id September, Amnesty 
International said 4,000 peo- 
ple were arrested during the 
violence, nearly 150 of whom 
were sentenced to jail terms 
ranging from six months to 
life imprisonment. One per- 
son, convicted of murder, 
was sentenced to death,, it 
added. 

Rafsanjani 
hails black 
march 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran’s 
president said Friday that the 
strong Islamic undertones of 
the million-man march in 
Washington were undeniable 
proof that this nation’s re- 
volutionary message had 
been carried to all parts of 
the world. 

“The march was an indica- 
tion of the deep sociopolitical 
crises in the United States," ■ 
Hashemi Rafsanjani told 
worshippers gathered at 
Tehran University for weekly 
prayers. 

"An important point of the 
march, and one which must 
have been very bitter for the ■ 
American (government) to 
swallow, was the Tsfamic 
manifestations at this con- 
gregation,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. 

‘They (the U.S. govern- 
ment) surely don’t want to 
admit that this is related to 
the growing Islamic move- 
ment in the world, that it is a 
culture that has been carried 
from Iran to other coun- 
tries," Mr. Rafsanjani said . 

He suggested much of the 
religious displays at the 
march had been censored by 
the U.S. government, saying 
the world had gotten only a 
glimpse of the Islamic mes- 
sage of the event. 

Last Monday's million- 
man march to promote black 
solidarity was attended by 
anywhere from 400,000 to 
870,000 black American 
men. 



PRISON MOVED: Palestinian women wave good-bye to detainees being transferred from the Jenin, prison in 
the occupied West Batik jto another jail in Israel ahead of the Israeli army deployment in the West Bank to 
allow for Palestinian self-rule under the Sept. 28 agreement signed in Washington between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (see story on page one) (AFP photo) • 
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Sickness /and despair among expelled 
Palestinians stuck at no-man’s land 


THE EGYFTIAN-LIBY/\N 
BORDER (AFP) — Sickness - 
and despair are taking tlaeir 
toD at a steadily growing tent 
camp sheltering about 1.'000 
Palestinians expelled /from 
Libya and stranded mii no- 
man’s land. ! 

Rain and wind storms have 
worsened conditions atj the 
camp set up by Libya fof the 
Pales tinians it has depoirted, 
and the U.N. High Coniimis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has reported 67 
cases of diarrhoea among 
children. 

“There is stagnant waiter in 
the camp and the residents 
are having to see to rheir 
daily abolutions in tire open 
air because there is no sz irrita- 
tion. The conditions are right 
for sickness and epidemics,” 
iiaid UNHCR spokesman 
Panes Mumrzis. 

With tents left open to the 
i -aging winds, the residents 


Britons clai m, 
ii'legal arrest 
in Cyprus .. 

L^URNACA (AFP) — Three 
British soldiers accuse- d of 
killing Danish tour f'lride 
Louise Jensen in Cyprus (vere 
arrested for an offence! un- 
kno’vn to the law on; the 
island, a court here was 1 , told 
Friday. , 

Lawyers acting for .Alan 
Fort l, 27, Jeff PeraelU 23, 
and i Justin Fowler, '27, 
claimed the three wen: un- 
lawfully arrested at a jxriice 
roadblock on Sept. 113 last' 
year <and that officer, con- 
spired! to cover up their error. 

Police alleged the soldiers 
were jirrested for failling to 
produce their identity cards, 
a claim refuted by the de- 
fence.. . 

At L amaca assize court on 
Friday,, lawyers argued that 
becaunti foreigners ori the is- 
land ar^s not required to pos- 
sess ainj identity card by law, 
the soilefiers would have been 
arrested for an offence which 
does nicit exist. 

The I three Royal Green 
Jacket riiflemen, chaired with 
manshiughteT, abduction, 
and conspiracy to Tape, back- 
ed the claims when all three 
this we e!k took the .stand for 
the first .time, testifying that 
no fora Till arrest took place.. 


only have a few blankets with 
which to keep warm as the 
nights get progressively cool- 
er. 

“How can we go on living 
here. Winter is coming, the 
winds are blowing and the 
tents are not strong enough 
to resist the downpours,” 
said Abdul Raham Shahin. 

The stranded Palestinians 
blame the outbreak of di- 
arrhoea on polluted water 
brought in containers by the 
Libyan authorities. On 
Thursday the UNHCR sup- 
plied them with 1,200 bottles 
of water. 

Several fear that cholera 
could spread to the camp 
with the arrival daily of be- 
tween 10 to 15 more people 
from Libya, where a few 
cases have already been re- 
ported. 

“The majority have not 
been able to take a bath since 
they’ arrived at the beginning 


of October,” said Hash am, 
-50, who waits for nightfall 
when residents are asleep to 
wash in the dark with a jerry- 
can of water. 

"I am scared I will be 
bitten by a scorpion but I still 
take the risk,” he said, only 
giving his first name. 

Final Mohammad Gaber, 
32, is heavily pregnant with 
her fifth child. 

“I don’t know bow I can 
give birth in these condi- 
tions,” she said. Another 
woman embarrassed com- 
plained about the lack of 
sanitary towels. 

Not knowing when they 
can leave and where they will 
go, only adds to the distress. 
And the Libyan authorities 
are blowing hot and cold. 

On Tuesday Libyan liaison 
officer Salem Abu Shaala ar- 
rived with a list of 13 students 
allowed to return to Libya to 
finish their studies. He prom- 


ised others would be allowed 
to follow, the Palestinians 
said. 

But the promise was never 
kept, dashing their hopes. 

And the U.N.’s refusal to 
lift an air embargo on Libya 
to allow it to organise 2,500 
flights to repatriate 1.17 mil- 
lion African foreign workers 
sent shock waves through re- 
sidents fearing thousands of 
new arrivals at the already 
cramped camp. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi began to expel the 
Palestinians at the beginning 
of September to show up the 
failure of the autonomy 
accords with Israel to create a 
Palestinian homeland. 

About 5,000 have already 
been thrown out on top of the 
1,000 still stranded at the 
border, denied entry by 
Egypt and refused to allow to 
return to Libya. 


Shiites support Saddam 100% 
despite violent crackdown 


KARBALA (AFP) — The 
gun and cannon fire that Iraqi 
troops unleashed on the holy 
cities of Karbala and Najaf to 
crush the, 1991 Shiite Muslim 
unrest hiwe few echos today. 

Nobody wants to talk ab- 
out the events. 

“How \ is the situation 
here,” a l reporter asked a 
man with! a pleasant smile. 

"I don’jt want to speak. I 
don’t want to speak,” be 
said, still jsnriling. 

“If you don’t want to 
speak, maybe there is some- 
tiring wrO|ng,” the reporter 
said. "Oh, there are many 
things,” die man Teptied be- 
fore slippimg away. 

But there was no sign of 
any protest vote in Sunday’s 
refenendtmy to give President 
Saddam Hussein another 
seven year:; in power. 

All the .270,867 voters in 
Karbala voted “yes” for Pres- 
ident Saddaim, while 335,568 
of die 335,637 voted for him 
in Najaf, five 69 other ballots 
being declared void, officials 
said. I 

Only the rubble of build- 
ings razed | to the ground 
■bears testimony to the vio- 
lence of the; unrest and gov- 
ernment crackdown follow- 
ing Iraq’s j eviction from 
Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf war. 

Several thousand people 


died in Karbala and Najaf, 
the site of the mausoleum of 
the first Imam Ah', founder of 
Shiite Islam. 

Karbala is a stark reminder 
of the unrest. 

Markets which stretched 
between the mosques of Al 
Hussein and Al Abbas are 
now nothing but a vast square 
of rubble and dust. 

Iraqi troops used jnassive 
force to dislodge rebels who 
had holed up in the mosques. 

The government has given 
priority to restoring them: 
gilded domes and minarets, 
blue porcelein and white 
marble facades, and crystal 
ceilings loomed over burial 
sites. 

“We had a lot of trouble 
rebuilding the mosque, 80 
per cent of which was des- 
troyed by bandits,” Sheikh 
Abdul KhaKk,. an. official at 
Al Hussein Mosque, said. 

“The marble should have 
come from Italy and we were 
unable to obtam wood of the 
quality we wanted,” he said. 

Bat he added Saddam Hus- 
sein had quickly ordered the 
central bank to deliver 100 
kilogrammes of gold ami 200 
kilogrammes of silver for the 
repair of the buildings. 

There are projects to build 
hotels and parking lots in the 
empty square between the 


mosques, according to the 
official in charge, wearing a 
business suit beneath a long 
jubba or robe-like coax. 

In the meantime, bulldoz- 
ers finished clearing the rub- 
ble where hundreds of men, 
women in traditional Muslim 
dress, and children were 
trying in sell whatever they, 
could to make a living. 

In Najaf, reconstruction 
was quicker. 

None of the past splen- 
dours of the souk, or market, 
outside the main entrance of 
the recently rebuilt Al Ali 
Mosque, could be seen. 

The embargo has impover- 
ished everybody in Iraq, 
especially, the Shiites who 
account for 60 per cent of 
Iraqis and are the poorest. 

It was in Najaf that Ayatol- 
lah RuhoDah Khomeini lived 
for 14 years before he drove 
the Shah out of Iran. His old 
bouse still stands in a somber 
sidestreet filled with garbage 
and rubble, beside the street 
of the Prophet and near the 
mosque. 

The official in charge was 
reluctant to show the bmkliug 
which looked more like a 
haunted house. "Iraq pro- 
tected him for 14 years and as 
soon as he went home be 
launched a war against us.” 


Egypt 

detains 

extradited 

militants 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has 
detained six members of a 
guerrilla ’ group extradited 
from Yemen on charges of 
belonging to an illegal orga- 
nisation and plotting against 
the state, security sources 
said on Friday. 

They said the men, mem- 
bers of the violent Jihad 
group which assassinated for- 
mer President Anwar Sadat, 
were also charged with trying 
to destroy national institu- 
tions and security. 

The sources said Egyptian 
police arrested the six on 
their arrival from Yemen. 
Details of when they were 
extradited and how. long they 
had lived in Yemen were not 
immediately available. 

Egypt maintains that many 
militants opposed to Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's rule 
live in Sudan and Yemen and 
has asked the two countries 
to extradite them to Cairo for 
trial. 

Jihad, which now calls it- 
self the Vanguard of Con- 
quest, shot -dead Sadat at a 
military parade in 1981. 

Egyptian newspapers 
‘named the men as Moham- 
mad Moursi, Mohammad 
Badawi, Ahmad Abdul 
Rahim, Mohammad Abu 
.Gabal, Ayraan Helmy - and 
Mohammad Al Sharqawi and 
said they were being ques- 
tioned by the prosecutor- 
general for planning to assas- 
sinate key figures and blow 
up strategic targets in Egypt. 

Two Jihad members were 
executed in August after they 
were convicted of murder 
and plotting to revive the 
organisation. 

Security crackdowns on the 
militants have limited their 
activities but the country's 
largest Islamist group, the 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah, is still 
active in southern provinces. 

More than 800 people have 
been killed and scores 
wounded in the clashes be- 
tween police and militants 
since the Gamaa launched its 
campaign to establish a purist 
Islamic state in Egypt three 
years ago. 


Sudan MP 
assails 
German 
ambassador 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
German Ambassador to 
Sudan Peter Mende should 
be dealt with sternly for hav- 
ing accused the Khartoum 
government of human rights 
abuses, a member of Sudan's 
parliament was quoted Fri- 
day as saying. 

Shakir Al Sarraj. who 
heads the parliament’s fore- 
ign relations committee, said 
Mr. Mende had “gone 
beyond his duties” and urged 
that he be dealt with “in a 
manner dictated by the di- 
plomatic norms,” the inde- 
pendent Al Rai Al Akbar 
daily reported. 

“We regard what the 
ambassador has said was a 
confirmation of his govern* 
merit’s attitude towards die 
Sudan unless (it) demons- 
trated otherwise by punishing 
or recalling him for his hostile 
campaign,” Mr. Sarraj said. 

Mr. Mende was quoted last 
Sunday by the state news 
agency SUNA as saying at a 
scientific conference that 
Germany would no longer 
provide assistance to Sudan 
because of its human rights 
record, adding that students 
had been killed in Sudanese 
prisons. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary I if Naaaratfk Onrctf 
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St. Joseph -Charcfa Td. 624590. 
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A i i n c ulan Orthodox Clutch Td. 

775261. | 
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Amman In h national Onrdi Td. 
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The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Ifem-ene Th 1.675691. 
The EvanfjtHea! Local Church in 
Amman 
Td. 811295 


VI HEATHER 

Balkan supplied by tbr Depart- 
ment of S fctccrology, 

A cold air mass win affect the 
Kingdom today, thus it will lx 
rdativdy cold with skies partly 
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doudy and -winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, fine 
weather conditions wiD prevail wiih 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. I 


MinJMax. tempi. 

Amman J 10/22 

Aqaba J 18/29 

Deserts J W26 

Jordan Valley .J 18/30 


Shmc&ani pharmacy ..... — 637660 
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Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ran da Shahin 985710 

Khdifch pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday's 
Amman 23. 


temperatures: 
28 Humidity 


readings: Amman 60 per cent, 
Aqaba 50 per can. 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 1 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Khalil AbuMnjoub _ 779797 
Dr. Awai Al Hawamdcfa' ... 832350 

Dr. Khalil AlTusttoq 894788 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Ascma pbarmuty 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Food Control Centre 637111 . 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence I mm ed i ate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fite Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complain Is 78711] 

Telephone Infonmuioa 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs' 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Anm 

644281/6 

AkOch Maternity. J. Aran. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 6 36140 

Palestine. Sbracisani 607071 

Shmcisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

ALMuasbcr Hospital ..... 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali ...... 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, At-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashraficb 775111/26 

Army. Marfa 891671/15 

Queen Aha Hospital ....602240/50 

Amai Hospital ...... 674155 

The Arab Centra for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlH&ma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
OUHDi 

Princes Bason Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catbofe Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 
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AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

.(Terminal 1) 

84:45 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

*U5 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

0930 ........... Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

0935 .V. Beirut (RJ) 

IBM Colombo (RJ j 

11:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

1*45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcOS Cairo (RJ) 

18:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:10... Berlin. Vienna (add) (RJ) 
I9s40 - Vienna (RJ) 


Plans for Israeli singer 
to visit Yemen draw fire 


SANAA (R) - Yemeni 
opposition newspapers on 
Friday condemned plans to 
host an Israeli singer of 
Yemeni origin next month in 
Yemen as a step towards 
normalising relations with the 
Jewish state. 

Al Thawri weekly, organ 
of the main opposition Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP), 
said: “The government nas 
no right to take such a step 
without explicit support from 
the whole of the Yemeni 
public.” 

Yemen has traditionally 
belonged to the hardline 
Arab camp which strongly 
opposed opening ties with the 
Jewish state. Both parts of 
the country, formerly split 
into north and south, hosted 
guerrillas from the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and other more hard- 
line groups. 

But Israel's Maariv news- 
paper quoted Yemeni Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Ixyani on Sunday as saying be 
would try to arrange for Ofra 
Haza and Shoshana Damari, 
both of Yemeni origin, to 
visit Yemen despite a lack of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. 

Al Thawri called for a 
national conference of all 
parties to determine Yemeni 


foreign policy. 

“Going too far in prepar- 
ing the puhhc opinion for 

normalisation with the 

(Israeli) enemy has become 
an open trend in \cmeru 
foreign policy.” Al Thawn 
said. 

Another opposition week- 
ly, Al Wahdawi. said on 
Wednesday the government 
‘‘seems to have nude up its 
mind for the option of nor- 
malisation with the Zionist 
entity.” 

“Iryani’s statement was 
meant to shed more tight on 
the real official Yemeni atti- 
tude of normalisation with 
the occupational Zionist 
state,” Al Wahdawi. the 
organ of tbc small Nasserite 
Popular Unionist Party, said. 

The armed forces news- 
paper, September 26. said in 
its Thursday edition: “The 
world famous singer Ofra 
Haza is due to visit her coun- 
try of origin, Yemen, in 
November” but made no 
mention of her Israeli 
nationality. 

September 26 said Ms. 
Haza “has played a big role 
in promoting Yemeni songs 
’in international song festiv- 
als” and would sing at con- 
certs in a number of Yemeni 
cities. 


Attorney general attacks 
Shin Bet’s interrogation 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
Shin Bet security service has 
misled cabinet ministers to 
win approval for a harsh in- 
terrogation method of 
Palestinian suspects, the 
attorney general said in an 
interview published Thurs- 
day. 

The method, known as vio- 
lent shaking or “tUtulim" in 
Hebrew, led to the death of a 
Palestinian detainee this 
year. 

In the interview. Attorney 
General Michael Ben-Y&ir 
sharply criticised die Shin 
Bet, suggesting the agency 
was pushing too hard to {get 
more leeway m interrogating 
suspects. 

“It is not possible to give 
them other, illegal, means. 
There is no such thing,” Mr. 
Ben-Yair told “Lishka,” a 
newspaper for attorneys. 
"We wul not open torture 
chambers to replace (the 
gathering of) intelligence.” 

The interview came as a 
ministerial committee de- 
cided Thursday to extend for 
three more months a special 
permit for die Shin Bet to use 
tough methods, including 
shaking, during interroga- 
tions of militants suspected of 
plotting attacks against 
Israel. 

With the special permit ex- 
tended, interrogators may 
shake suspects only after get- 
ting authorisation from the 
Shin Bet chief. 

The Shin Bet has been 
using tougher methods over 
the past two years, ever since, 
militants opposed to Israel- 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peacemaking 
launched campaign of shoot- 
ings and suicide bombings 
that have killed dozens of 
Israelis. 

Earlier tins year, an activist 
of die militant group Hamas, 
Abdul Samad Harizat, died in deten- 
tion as a result of shaking. 

Mr. Ben-Yair said an in- 
vestigation into Harizat’s 
death indicated that the S hin 


Bet gave misleading demon- 
strations of the shaking 
method to ministers of 
Israeli’s previous govern- 
ment. 

After Harizat’s death, “we 
saw a video demonstration of 
the shaking and it was com- 
pletely different from what 
was outlined in the proce- 
dures,” Mr. Ben-Yair said. 
“We concluded that this 
could not be used as a routine 
interrogation method.” 

*- “I am not willing (to see) 
every Palestinian youth with 
a black beard who is detained 
for questioning end up brain- 
damaged.” he said. 

Interrogators should only 
use the shaking method if 
they believe they might ex- 
tract information that could 
prevent “a large and very; 
grave calamity,” Mr. Ben-.’ 
Yair said. 

^•Tensions between the Shin 
Bet and Mr. Ben-Yair came 
to a head in August when a 
suicide bus bombing in Jeru- 
salem killed five, including 
the Hamas bomber. 

The Shin Bet chief later 
revealed that the mastermind 
of the bombing was in the 
agency’s custody two days 
before the blast. He com- 
plained at the time that gov- 
ernment had tied the hands 
of interrogators with too 
many restrictions. 

But Mr. Ben-Yair said in 
Thursday's interview that in- 
terrogators had all means at 
their disposal and blamed the 
failure to stop the attack on 
poor decision-making by the 
Shin Bet. 

Right-wing lawmaker Re- 
havam Zeevj said Mr. Ben- 
Yair did not understand that 
the Shin Bet was in constant 
war against Palestinian mili- 
tants. 

“We forget that we are in a 
war and in a war you have to 
act as in a war and not copy 
methods that are nice in 
Scandinavia or other demo- 
cratic countries,” Mr. Zeevi 
told Israel Radio. 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•*20 Vienna (OS) 

l® 1 *® Damascus ( AZ) 

I2; 4® Shariqah. Doha (GF) 

[*\l Rome (AZ) 

*2 Beirut (ME) 

*® s ®® Pans. Damascus (AF) 

51:2 Lamaca (CY) 

“•J* Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30.... London. Damascus (B A) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

night* 

(Terminal 1) 

BciniJ (RJ) 

®*®£ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

s .... Aqaba (RJ) 

Berlin (add) (RJ) 

11« ...... Aqaba. Paris (add) (RJ) 

11:48 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ ) 

It; 2 Paris (RJ) 

1*15 ... Brussels. AnWmfan S) 

London (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ1 

Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

■■■ Bahrain, DobafS! 

21:20 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

12:19 Rome (AZ) 


J®**® ; Vienna (OS) 

l^ 12 ® Bahrain. Siuriqafa (GF) 

**2* Dubai (EK) 

Cairo 

t™® - Lamaca (CY) 

Damascus, Paris (AF) 

JJ 2 * Amsterdam (RL) 

®® ! ®® London (BA) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcrpncc m fib per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 6gQ 

Banana (Mukammar) ..!'.!!!.!! 620 

£abha*c 210/150 

Ca«TOt 450000 

Cauliflower J3(V200 

Cucumbers (large) 250/150 

Cucumbers (small) 400 / 300 

Eggplant 250/ 150 

Gan* 750/600 

Grapes 650/450 

Grape Frail 220/140 

Lemon 27iyj70 

Marrow (large) 17W 100 

Marrow (small) 260/180 

Olives (green) 380/280 

Onion (dry) 2501 150 

Pepper (hot) 220/ 100 

Pepper (sweet) 22Q/100 

Pomegranate 30CV200 ; 

Potato 330/ 220 i 

Spinach 250/180 

String Beans 820 / 680 

Tangerine 3HQ/22Q- 

Tomato I2<V70 
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Queen chairs Near East Foundation 
anniversary luncheon in New York 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Thursday chaired a fund- 
raising luncheon marking 
the 80th anniversary of the 
N ear East Foundation 
(NEF) in New York, a 
Royal Court statement said 
Friday. 

NEF is the oldest Ameri- 
can private, non-profit 
development agency dedi- 
cated to raising the standard 
of living of poor rural and 
urban communities in the 
Middle East and Africa. 

Its innovative pro- 
grammes of technical assis- 
tance and specialised train- 
ing enable families and 
co mmuni ties to increase 
food production, improve 
health conditions and create 
inc ome - ge ne rating gmaii 
business enterprises. 

Chairman of NEFs 
Board of Directors David 
Dodge introduced Queen 
Noor saying that “she has 
played a vital role in pro- 
moting understanding and 
closer relations between the 
Arab World and America 
and in the current peace 
process,” the statement 
said. 

In her speech. Queen 
Noor, who is a member of 
the NEF International 
Council, said she “repre- 


sents a country and region 
that has and cont inues to 
benefit from NEFs efforts” 
and expressed her hope that 
this fruitful partnership will 
continue as “we undertake 
an important political, eco- 
nomic and social transi- 
tion ” the statement said. 

According to the state- 
ment, President of Brown 
University Vartan Gregori- 
an, in his keynote address, 
praised the NEF for its edu- 
cational efforts in the Mid- 
dle East, its humanitarian 
assistance for refugees and 
for promoting the role of 
women in its diverse devel- 
opment projects. 

It said Ml Brown 
described the NEF as a 
philanthropic institution, 
which invests in people and 
societies helping them to 
help themselves. 

NEF, which was estab- 
lished in Jordan in 1937 in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Social Develop- 
ment, works with local non 
governmental org anisati ons 
on tile design and imple- 
mentation of community- 
based credit funds far small 
businesses. 

By assessing the scope 
and causes of poverty in 
target villages, members of 
grassroots institutions are 


able to design and manage 
credit programmes based 
on local conditions and val- 
ues. 

NEF also provides techni- 
cal assistance in production 
and marketing to fish farm- 
ing projects in the Jordan 
Valley as well as business 
services to women entre- 
preneurs at Wlhdat Camp 
and in Aqaba. * 

Its research centres, cord- 
pile data on women in agri- 
culture and on the econom- 
ic role of Bedouin women. 

NEF offices in the East- 
ern Mediterranean coordi- 
nate efforts to create a 
regional pool of informa- 
tion and expertise. 

Through its Cairo-based 
Centre for Development 
Services, NEF provides a 
wide variety of services to 
local development agencies 
throughout the region. 

Attending the benefit 
lunch with Queen Noor 
were HRH Princess Ghida 
Talal, member of the NEF 
Board of Directors Doris 
Halaby, Jordan's Ambas- 
sador to the United Nations 
Hassan Abu Ni’meh and 
Mrs. Abu Ni’meh, and 
U.S. former Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance, the 
statement said. 


Crown Prince tours MENA sites 
before departure for London 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ilieir 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath arrived in London 
Thursday evening to attend 
the graduation of their 
youngest daughter, HRH 
Princess Badiya, from 
Christchurch, Oxford Uni- 
versity where she will 
obtain her bachelor degree 
in history. 

They were seen off upon 
their departure by His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
other Royal firmily mem- 
bers as well as Prime Min- 
ister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er and government offi- 
cials. 

Before his departure 
Prince Hassan toured the 
centres and facilities where 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference is to be held 
starting Oct. 29. 

The Crown Prince was 
briefed on the preparations 
and anangments for the 
delegations ami the media 

He also inspected the 
operations room at the 
Housing Bank Centre 
where be listened to a 
briefing on the arrange- 
ments by Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragbeb who is chairing the 
MENA preparations com- 



mittee. 

According to committee 
sources 810 private sector 
delegates from different 
countries will participate 
in the event along with 490 
public sector delegates. 

Prince Hassan also 
inspected the preparations 
at the Sports Palace where 
Minister of Information 
Khaled Karaki outlined the 
arrangement made to facili- 
tate media coverage of the 
conference. 

He later visited A1 Hus- 
sein Youth City’s Palace of 
Col tore which will be the 
site of the opening session 
of the MENA summit. 


School counsellors express frustration 
with legal obstacles to helping 
child victims of sexual abuse 


By LoiaKeOani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sexual abuse 
of children, inside and out- 
side the home, is a fact, say 
school counsellors, and 
what makes matters worse, 
.they say, is that tire Jordan- 
ian law as well, as school 
regulations prevent them 
from protecting these 
young victims * '* 

At a seminar that dis- 
cussed international and 
Jordanian laws on chil- 
dren’s rights, 60 participat- 
ing counsellors along with 
three lawyers talked about 
cases of sexual abuse 
against children they have 
dealt with. 

M ohammad Mabarmah, 
head of the Counselling 
Department at the Minis try 
of Education, said family 
negligence, child abuse, 
and incestous rape, were 
common cases noted by 
school counsellors, but that 
the present legal system 
makes it impossible fra - a 
counsellor to help the vic- 
timised child. 

One school counsellor, 
recounted a case of an 11- 
year-old gid from an 
uoderprivilged family, 
who, she said, comes to 
(school with JD15 in her 
pocket daily. 

After investigation and 
meeting the child’s family, 
the counsellor said she 
found that the adolescent 
was involved in prostitu- 
tion. 

“I can only inform the 
child’s family; beyond that 
I have no authority, ” the 
counsellor said, adding 
that she believed that the 
family “does not care.” 
Officer Asri Abu Rum- 


man, from The Muhajreen 
Police Station, said that 
police are restricted by law 
and cannot take legal 
action as long as the par- 
ents themselves refuse to 
file complaints. 

According to the Jordan- 
ian law only the victim has 
the right to file a com- 
plaint If the victim is a 
minor, he or she should be 
accompanied by the parent 
to the police station. Other- 
wise the complaint will not 
be accepted. 

But “if the parent is the 
source of abuse how can 
anyone complain," said 
lawyer Asma Khader, 
director of the Jordanian 
Women's Union (JWU) 
and a participant in die 
seminar, held at the Centre 
for Social Development in 
Hay NazaL 

An unmarri ed pregnant 
girl could be killed by a 
family member in a “crime 
of honour” although she is 
the victim of sexual abuse 
by a member of her own 
family, Ms. Khader said . 

The sentence in such 
crimes is six months 
imprisonment, she added. 

The law states that a citi- 
zen will be jprosecuted, if 
he/she is witness to or 
aware of a crime or a 
felony and does not report 
it to the authorities. 

But in. the case of child 
abuse the law has little 
effect, according Ms. 
Khaden 

She added that legal cen- 
tres, school counsellors, 
and even relatives have no 
right to interfere if the 
child is abased. 

“A child’s right in Jordan 
is the family’s private 
property,” she said. 


Lawyer In’ am Asha said 
that as a JWU counsellor 
she still cannot file com- 
plaints about tire cases of 
child abuse she has 
encounterd. 

According to Ms. Asha, 
an 11-year- old- gjri once 
told her that she had been 
sexually abused by an^cJd 

man 

* 1*01106 said the family 
should file the com plain t 
and not me,” said Ms. 
Asha. 

But the child’s family 
refused, she said, because 
any potential scandal could 
affect their daughter’s 
chances of marriage. 

Senator Na’da Rashdan, 
another attorney participat- 
ing in the seminar, said that 
in the cases of sexual abuse 
the authorities should at 
least put the suspect under 
surveillance, particularly 
since children are too 
frightened to inform their 
families of such abuse. 

The lawyers agreed that 
the law on children's rights 
in Jordan was lacking with 
respect to punishment of 
those who violate fr. 

Tbe participants plan to 
convene another seminar 
on Nov. 26 to which they 
will invite the secretary 
general of fee Ministry of 
Education to continue the 
discussion of the dtiemoa 
between the law on chil- 
dren’s rights and (he prob- 
lem of reporting sexual 
abuse. 

Thursday’s seminar was 
called for by the children 
who last week participated 
in a workshop on violence 
against children which was 
also organised by the Cen- 
tre for Social Develop- 
ment. 


Salt murder case opens under tight security 
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Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under heavy 
security, the trial of a 29- 
year-old man, accused of 
killing and cutting up the 
body of a man in Salt in 
August, Thursday opened 
at the Criminal Court in 
Jabal Hussein. 

According to the prosecu- 
tor general's charge sheet, 
the suspect, Kayed Ahmad, 
is accused of murdering 
Mahmoud Ensoor in Salt 
on Aug. 14 in a feud over 
money. The formal charges 
s* 5 1 * “dude theft and murder. 
During a five-minute ses- 
. son in a packed courtroom, 
Itfesufing Judge Abdul 
.JV Rahman Tfcwfiq asked the 
Vjy defendant if he had selected 
<- an attorney to defend him. 
pie defendant responded 
(bathe had not. 
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Judge Tawfiq decided to 
give the defendant two 
weeks to find an attorney 
and set Ocl 31 as the new 
date for the trial. 

Confirmed sources told 
the Jordan Tunes Thursday 
that the extraordinary secu- 
rity precautions were being 
tniep-n because the authori- 
ties had received reports of 
people threatening to kill 
the defendant 

Last October, a 22-year- 
old man shot and killed a' 
witness as he left the Crim- 
inal Court after testifying in 
a case involving the death 
of Ms assailant’s father. 
The assailant was arrested 
immediately. 

Also on Thursday, the 
Criminal Court sentenced a 
20-year-old man to seven 
years with bard labour for 
molesting a youth in Jabal 
Jofeh. 


Jihad Mohammad was 
found guilty of molesting 
M. A., 14, last February. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the accused was 
intoxicated and lured the 
youth to a schoolyard in 
Jabal Nuzha and molested 
him. 

He was arrested by police 
two months later after stop- 
ping at the youth’s home 
while his parents were 
away. Mohammad threat- 
ened and tried to force the 
boy to come with him, the 
court said. But the young- 
ster refused and started 
calling for help, it said. 
Mohammad escaped, but 
was apprehended an hour 
later by police, the court 
said. 


Prosecutor asks to split trial 
in murder-sabotage case 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to die Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The prosecu- 
tor general of the State 
Security Court said the 
case of two Jordanians 
involved in an attack on a 
French diplomat in Febru- 
ary should be tried in two 
separate courts. 

The^OTOsecutor general. 
Major Mahmoud Obeidat, 
Wednesday ' said that the 
attempted murder charge, 
of which the defendants are 
accused, was not within his 
court’s jurisdiction and 
should be referred to the 
Criminal Court. 

The State Security Court 
will try the defendants on 
the charge of sabotage 
only, Maj. Obeidat said. 

Salem Abdullah Jaradat 
and Ahmad Qassem, both 
22, are charged with shoot- 
ing and wounding a French 
diplomat last February in 


the Wadi Mujib area. 

The defendants' attorney, 
Saleh Armouti, has asked 
the State Security Court 
that Us clients be tried on 
tiie charges of both sabo- 
tage and attempted murder 
in either the State Security 
Court or the Criminal 
Court 

Presiding Judge Hafiz 
Amin set Nov. 5 as the new 
.date fortiie trial to continue 
in cider to allow the court 
time to review both the 
arguments of the state pros- 
ecutor and the defence. 


‘Austrian delegates to MENA 
will focus on railway projects’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Austri- 
an Ambassador to Jordan 
Michael Stigelbauer Friday 
said bis country will take 
partin the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) sum- 
mit beginning on OcL 29 
and will submit proposals 
on transport projects pri- 
marily involving railway 
construction. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, the ambassador said 
that the ministries of trans- 
port in Austria and Jordan 
have been in contact over 
recent months to explore 
potential cooperation in 
railway transportation. 

Ml Stigelbauer added 
that Austrian experts have 
been in Jordan over die past 
few months to discuss fea- 
sibility plans for the con- 
struction or the repair of the 


railways in the Kingdom, 
noting that the studies are 
being financed by the Aus- 
trian Ministry of Trans- 
portation. 

The envoy said the pro- 
posals to be submitted 
involve laying a railway 
between Amman and Zarqa 
in response to the high 
demand for transportation 
facilities between the two 
cities. 

He said the delegation 
will also submit proposals 
to link Amman with the 
Syrian border and to con- 
struct other railway sec- 
tions linking the capital 
with destinations in the 
south and west of the coun- 
try. 

The ambassador said 
Austria has maintained 
strong ties with Jordan 
especially since 1977 when 


the two sides began cooper- 
ating in industrial, commer- 
cial, economic, cultural, 

and technological fields. 

Earlier the ambassadors 
of Japan, Germany, France 
and the European Union 
met with Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Saleh Lrshei- 
dat and discussed projects 
which their countries are 
helping to finance in Jor- 
dan. 

Dl Irsheidat outlined the 
priority water projects, 
mentioning in particular 
the proposed $60 million, 
pipeline which would draw 
water from Adasieh to Deir 
Alla in the Jordan Valley. 

The ambassadors 

expressed their govern- 
ments’ interest in financing 
most of the projects dis- 
cussed. 


Education minister announces 
community integration programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Education Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh Friday 
announced that the minis try 
is' starting an integrated 
programme to put the direc- 
tives of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan into force. 

The Crown Prince had 
met the ministry's senior 
officials and educationists 
last week and urged them to 
interact directly with the 
local community and by 
conducting meetings in the 
govemorates to help 
improve the educational 
process. 

The integrated pro- 
gramme, according to Mr. 
Rawabdeh, includes a 
-cries of executive mea- 
sures which are', based on 
the minisny’s previous 
experiences and on consul- 
tations with local commu- 
nity members. 


The ministry has arranged 
to promote the role of the 
students in the management 
of their schools and the 
establishment of student 
committees to help the 
school adminis tration carry 
out school plans and extra- 
auricula activities, Mr 
Rawabdeh stud. 

Ideas contained in a 
working paper prepared by 
the mini stry's planning 
committee are embodied in 
the new programme, he 
said. These cal 1 for 
parental interaction with 
the school administration in 
the education process, the 
development of the exami- 
nation system and encour- 
aging students to opt for 
vocational training, said the 
minis ten 

lri addition, the commit- 
tee stressed the need to pro- 
vide appropriate housing 
for teachers in the remote 


regions and to upgrade the 
qualifications of teachers, 
Mr. Rawabdeh said. He 
said it was equally impor- 
tant to get the students 
involved in useful work 
during summer recess, 
especially through A1 Hus- 
sein Construction Sommer 
Camp s. 

Referring to the violence 
in schools, the minister said 
that the committee has 
called for the immediate 
implementation of a pro- 
gramme of field visits to 
schools and will begin con- 
tacts between the schools 
and parents. 

In his meeting with the 
ministry officials last week 
Prince Hassan underlined 
the importance of parental 
involvement in the educa- 
tional process. 



BOOK FAIR 

* Fifth International 
Book Fair at the Uni- 
versal Expo Centre, 
University Road. 

LECTURE 

* / The Development- of 
German-Arab Rela- 
tions After the Oct T3 
War," (in Arabic) by Dr 
Mohammad Abu Han- 
tash at Goethe-Institut 
at 6:00p.m. 

EXHIBmONS 

‘Paintings by Janet 
Venn-Brown at Alia 
Art Gallery, First Cir- 
cle. 

"Abstract art by Ghazi 
Dulaimi at the Phoenix 
Gallery, Gardens Street 

^Paintings by Shakir 
Hassan Al-Said at the 
French Cultural Cen- 
tre. Also showing 
posters on Louis Pas- 
teur's achievements in 
the field of science 


Listen! 

To What The Industry 
Leaders Are Saying. 


Jordan Computer Society and Computer 2000 - Dubai 

would like to invite you to attend the following seminars 
given by the industry leaders at 

The Amman Marriott Hotel: 



Microsoft. 

3:00pm 

intel 

4:30pm 
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Sri Lanka mob backlash 
averted after rebel attack 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
T -anka extended a curfew in 
Colombo after Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas blew up two oil 
depots Friday to sabotage 
fuel supplies and stall an 
army push in the rebel-held 
north, military sources said 

At least 20 people died 
when the rebels, including 
black Tiger suicide 
bombers, blew up two of Sri 
Lanka’s three oil depots and 
fired on security forces, 
they said 

The sources said looters 
were reported to be ransack- 
ing homes abandoned near 
the blaze ignited by the dar- 
ing attack. 

An official said troops 
fired into the air to prevent 
Sinhalese mobs from 
attacking Tamil residents on 
two different occasions near 
the oQ installations, blown 
up by Liberati on Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels 
early Friday. 

The government extended 
the curfew in the capital . 
until 4 a.m. Saturday (2230 
GMT Friday) after it passed 
its midday (0630 GMT) 
deadline Friday, amid 
reports that looters were at 
work in homes abandoned 
near the blaze, they said 


About 25 people, includ- 
ing the Colombo correspon- 
dent for the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, were 
wounded in crossfire 
between the Tamil Tigers 
and security forces, wit- 
nesses said 

Military headquarters said 
eight soldiers, 10 air force 
personnel and two special 
task force police comman- 
dos were killed in the 
attack. 

At 3.45 pm. (1015 GMT), 
the fires were still blazing 
but were contained the fire 
brigade said Two huge 
plumes of black smoke 
trailed over the city. 

Troops were also combing 
an area of jungle near the oil 
installations where the rebel 
raiding party was believed 
to be hiding after a police 
patrol came under fire, they 
said 

The government warned 
foreign airlines Friday that 
aviation fuel may be in 
short supply, officials said 

“I have been asked by the 
Minis try of Power and 
Energy to inform foreign 
airlines not to depend on 
fuel supplies at Colombo,” 
Director General of Civil 
Aviation Upali Malalgoda 


told Reuters. “The ministry 
has told me that we are 
short of fuel” 

Fire Chief J. Kanangara 
said five or six tanks at the 
Kolonnawa Reserve, hold- 
ing diesel, kerosene and 
otter finished products, 
were ablaze, but the fire 
was being contained 

Both depots are about six 
kilometres from the city 
centre. Nearby residents 
fled for their lives. 

Military sources told 
Reuters the aviation fuel 
shortage could affect air 
support for a major army 
push against the rebels in 
their Jaffna peninsula 
stronghold which began 
Tuesday. 

The rebels, fighting for a 
homeland in the north and 
east, are currently under 
siege in the rebel- held 
northern Jaffna peninsula, 
attacked by an estimated 
10,000 soldiers in an opera- 
tion launched Tuesday. 

Analaysts say- the opera- 
tion looks like the opening 
phase of a fina l push to 
defeat the LTTE, wich has 
long controlled the Jaffna 
peninsula and the city of the 
game name. 

The government says 


more than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the eth- 
nic war which began in 
1983. It resumed in April 
when the LTTE broke a 
three-month ceasefire. 

Since then, the govern- 
ment has published a devo- 
lution plan that would give 
Tamils considerable autono- 
my over die areas they dom- 
inate. 

The LTTE has ignored it 
and officials and analysts 
say the military push is 
designed to weaken the 
rebels to the point they have 
no choice but to return to 
the negotiating table. 

Military sources said 
more than 220 rebels had 
been killed and 450 wound- 
ed in heavy fighting since 
the army launched Opera- 
tion Riviresa (Sunshine) at 
dawn Tuesday. 

The militar y says 62 sol- 
diers were killed and more 
than 250 wounded in the 
operation. 

Military analysts have 
long feared a rebel attack in 
the capital to divert the 
aimed forces’ attention 
from the north. 



A major fire rages at two oil storage facilities here as security forces cordon off the 
area around the two storage farms that were blown op by suspected Tamil Tiger guer- 


Bangladesh strike ends with hints of more chaos 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
began returning to normal 
Friday after the country’s 
longest general strike, but 
the opposition's leader hint- 
ed butter efforts to topple 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia could be more 
fierce. 

The opposition-led strike, 
which began Monday, 
ended at 6 am. (0000 
GMT) Friday, with traffic 
allowed to move again on 
the nation’s roads. 

Protesters who had 
camped outside their homes 
through the four-day stop- 
page pulled out and security 
forces withdrew to their 
barracks, witnesses said. 

Government officials said 
each strike day costs the 
. country about $15 million. 
Market sources said the 
price of food and other 
essentials jumped at least 20 


per cent during the strike. 

The strike was called by 
three main opposition par- 
ties — the Awarrri League 
led by Sheikh Hasina, the 
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat- 
E-Islami — in their continu- 
ing efforts to topple Mrs. 
Khaleda and force elections 
under a neutral caretaker 
administration. 

Mrs. Hasina told ter fol- 
lowers late Thursday the 
next moves to oust Mrs. 
Khaleda could be more 
fierce but she still hoped the 
prime minister would 
“come to (her) senses” 

The strike virtually crip- 
pled three-fourths of the 
country of 110 million, 
shutting down transport, 
business and other activi- 
ties. 

Two people were killed 
and more than 500 injured 
in clashes in strike-related 


violence across the country, 
police said. 

The northern Rajshahi 
Division was exempted 
from the strike after recents 
floods there claimed more 
than 400 lives. 

The opposition accuses 
Mrs. Khaleda of by-election 
fraud and sweeping corrup- 
tion and says no elections 
under her would be free and 
fair. 

They want a non-partisan 
caretaker government, 
preferably beaded by the 
chief justice, to supervise 
the next election, and 
maybe three or four other 
future polls to “institution- 
alise democracy” in this 
South Asian country. 

Mrs. Khaleda has rejected 
the demands as unconstitu- 
tional. 

Almost all opposition leg- 
islators resigned in Decem- 


ber after a long boycott of 
parliament and demanded 
the government dissolve an 
assembly they said had lost 
its legi timacy . 

Mrs. Khaleda has refused 
to dissolve parliament and 
call elections, which are not 
due till next March. 

She told reporters Thurs- 
day she might announce a 
package of plans to “ensure 
people's rights and protect 
them in serial and political 
life" when -she returns from 
New York after attending 
the United Nations 50th 
anniversary. 

The prime minister leaves 
for New York Saturday, 
aides said. 

Reports from outside the 
capital said life was normal 
Friday and many offices 
and the country’s two ports 
were open despite the 
Islamic weekend. 


Seoul starts probe into ex-president’s finances 


SEOUL (R) — South Kore- 
an Prime Minister Lee 
Hong-Koo announced Fri- 
day an investigation into 
allegations that former Pres- 
ident Roh Tae-Woo had 
amassed hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars during his 
term in office. 

“The government will 
conduct an investigation to 
clear citizens* suspicions. 
The probe will begin imme- 
diately” Mr. Lee’s 
spokesman quoted him as 
telling the National Assem- 
bly. 

He said the decision was 
reacted at a meeting of top 
ministers Thursday. 

On the same day, opposi- 
tion lawmaker Park Kye- 
Dong brandished docu- 


ments in parliament which 
be said proved that military- 
backed President Roh was 
illegally holding 400 bQlion 
won ($522 million) of slosh 
funds in 40 false or bor- 
rowed-name bank accounts. 

Saying his inf ormati on 
came from co mmer cial 

bankers . and individuals 
who had lent Mr. Roh their 
accounts, he demanded an 
immediate investigation. 

Ml Roh’s office has 
denied the allegations. 

An investigation by gov- 
ernment prosecutors into 
s imilar allegations in 
August uncovered no evi- 
dence, but opposition par- 
ties dismissed the probe as a 
whitewash. 

On Friday, opposition 


groups demanded a thor- 
ough investigation to clear 
up all suspicions. 

“It is important that every- 
one is sure there is no slush 
fund. The investigation 
must be thorough this 
time,” said an official at the 
main opposition National 
Congress for New Politics. 

The latest allegations sent 
the stock market slumping 
Thursday and Friday. 

The fear is that an official 
‘ investigation could flush 
out huge sums of black 
money used to play tbe mar- 
kets. Individuals holding 
financial assets under false 
or borrowed names are sub- 
ject to fines of 30 per cent 
of the assets. 

President Kim Young- 


Sam issued an emergency 
decree in 1993 outlawing 
false-name accounts as part 
of his drive against corrup- 
tion and tax evasion. 

Shares in the Sunkyong 
group 78230Jcs affiliate 
companies and Dong Bang 
carp 16500.ks, businesses 
whose chairmen are linked 
by marriage to Mr. Roh,* 
were among the biggest 
losers. 

South Korea is going 
through a painful period of 
transition from military- 
backed rule to democracy 
and dirty secrets of the past 
are coming into the open. 

Slush funds topped up by 
contributions from big busi- 
ness are widely thought to 
have been a hidden part of 


SPD set for mauling in Berlin election 

nomics minister in the Bonn 
cabinet 

The election lories unlike- 
ly to change the present 
political line-up in Berlin 
and return a grand coalition 
of CDU in partnership with 
SPD led by a CDU mayor. 

The battle for third place 
will be between tbe Greens, 
whom Infratest Burke put at 
14 per cent, and the East 
German reform communist 
Party of Democratic Social- 
ism (PDS). The parties won 
nine per cent each in the last 
election. 

The pollster gave the PDS 
— whose performance is 
often seen as a barometer 
for discontent in the east — 
12-5 per cent, maintainin g 
its level of support reached 
in the 1990 election. 

While it could win around 
one-third of the vote in for- 
mer C ommunis t F^S T 

Berlin, it is set to score just 
two per cent in the West 


BERLIN (R) — Germany’s 
opposition Social Democ- 
rats (SPD) look set to reap 
the fallout of months of 
internal bickering with a 
disastrous result in a state 
election this Sunday in the 
once divided city of Berlin. 

A poll by Infratest Burke 
Berlin had the SPD diving 
to just 25 per cent from the 
30 per cent it wot in the 
1990 election — scarcely a 
challenge to Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's Christian 
Democrats (CDU), who 
were set to poll around 40 
percent 

“The political atmosphere 
is shaped by a drastic 
decline in support for the 
SPD. It has lost five per cent 
in the last month alone,” 
said the Berlin daily Der 
Tagesspiegel. 

A poor election result in 
the new capital, due to 
house the German parlia- 
ment by the year 2000, 
would deal an emotional 
blow to the party on local 


and nati onal level — a far 
cry from the cold war years 
when West Berlin was a 
party stronghold. 

SPD leader Rudolf 
Schaiping put on a brave 
face and dismissed specula- 
tion that a bad result could 
fan a smouldering row over 
his leadership and create 
pressure for him to resign. 

Asked if he would still be 
leading the SID after the 
election, be told German 
radio: “I have no doubt, and 
I cannot imagine that any- 
one could have doubts 
about this.” 

Before and after tbe fall of 
the Berlin wall in 1989, the 
SPD governed West Berlin 
in partnership with the envi- 
ronmentalist Greens. 

But since the post-unifica- 
tion election in 1990, which 
created a single city parlia- 
ment and put an end to 50 
years of divided city gov- 
ernment, tbe SPD has failed 
to show much profile in the 
role of junior coalition part- 


ner to the CDU. 

Now the leadership row in 
Bonn has emerged to make 
matters worse, and even 
SPD supporters in Berlin 
say their candidate for 
mayor, Ingrid Stahmer, 
lacks the pulling-power to 
do much about it. 

Mr. Kohl’s junior coali- 
tion partner in Bonn, the lib- 
eral Free Democrats (FDP), 
are also bracing themselves 
for a further election defeat 
after crashing out of parlia- 
ments in II state elections 
and a European election in 
the past two years. 

The survey said the FDP 
were set to win a dismal 3.5 
per cent in Berlin, halving 
their 1990 result and failing 
to clear the five per cent 
threshold needed to re-enter 
the assembly. 

Such an embarrassing Joss 
for the FDP in unified Ger- 
many’s capital could under- 
mine the position of 
Guenter Rexrodt, party 
chairman in Berlin, as eco- 


Quebec separatist wants new 
country, not renewed Canada 


RTVTERE-DU-LOUP, Quebec (R) — • Que- 
bec separatist leader Lucien Bouchard said 
Thursday a vote for separation would be a 
mandate to make Quebec an independent 
nation, not the first step in negotiating a 
new role within Canaria. 

The comments by Mr. Bouchard, the 
champion of Quebec independence, were 
his strongest suggestion yet that the Oct. 30 
referendum could lead to tbe breakup of 
Canada. 

The remarks were published on tbe same 
day a new opinion poll showed Quebec sep- 
aratists slightly ahead of C anadi a n unity 
forces in the referendum campaign. 

Tbe Angus Reid poll released Thursday to 
clients of the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce and investment dealer Wood 
Gundy Inc, and confirmed to Reuters, 
showed the separatists leading the federal- 
ists 51 per cent to 49 per cent. 

Tbe poll, based on interviews earlier this 
week with 1,000 Quebec voters, evenly 
divided an 11 per cent undecided factor. 

The separatists trailed in several polls by 
6 to 10 points earlier this month, but a drive 
by Mr. Bouchard in the past two weeks has 
apparently narrowed the gap to a virtual tie. 

Mr. Bouchard, an impassioned orator who 
heads the Bloc Quebecois, a separatist party 
in Canada’s national parliament, is seen as 
the politician who can best protect Quebec 
interests. 

In an interview with the French-language 
Montreal newspaper La Presse published 
Thursday, Mr. Bouchard ruled out negotiat- 


ing an arrangement to revamp the existing 
federation. 

Mr. Bouchard was quoted by the newspa- 
per as saying Quebec would “refuse all 
propositions from English Canada to rene- 
gotiate federalism. That will be too little, 
too late.” 

Later, Mr. Bouchard softened his stance, 
saying he would use a victory in the refer- 
endum to seek changes from the rest of 
Canada. 

“The first goal is to achieve sovereignty 
for what it means and to use it as a lever to 
bring about change in the rest of Canada," 
he told a news conference following a 
speech in the small eastern Quebec commu- 
nity of Riviere-Du-Loup. 

Quebec would declare its independence 
unilaterally if Canada refused to negotiate a 
new economic and political union after a 
majority vote for sovereignty. Ml 
B ouchard said. 

On Wednesday, he told reporters that if 
Canada refused to negotiate. Quebec could 
take immediate steps to declare indepen- 
dence. 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
has said he would not negotiate with Que- 
bec and that a vote for sovereignty is a one- 
way ticket out of Canada. 

But on Thursday Mr. Chretien suggested 
he would be prepared to consider consitu- 
tional discussions as long as the Quebec 
separatists were not in power in the 
province. 


Rao gets good news before election 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) 
— With elections just a few 
months away, Prime Minis- 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao is 
getting his first good news 
in a long time. 

Ml Rao’s Congress Party 
has been sliding in popular- 
ity for the last two years. It 
lost a series of key state 
elections; influential leaders 
broke away, charging-cor- 
ruption and misrule; and 
public dissent rose over Mr. 
Rao’s economic reforms, 
which seemed to benefit the 
middle class but not the 
poor. 

Pundits had virtually writ- 
ten off Mr. Rao’s chances of 
reelection next year. Most 
predicted a standoff with 
Congress’ chief rival, tbe 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party, or BJP. 

Now, Mr. Rao is watching 
his political enemies being 
stricken with troubles simi- 
lar to his own. 

On Tuesday, the chief 
executive of Uttar Pradesh, 
India’s largest and most 
politically powerful state, 
resigned when her coalition 
unraveled after only four 
months. 

Mayawati, who uses only 
one name, led a small party 
that appealed to low-caste 
Hindus. It governed on tbe 
strength of its alliance with 
the BJP. 

The day after she quit, Mr. 
Rao’s government imposed 
federal rule on the state, 
giving executive powers to 
a New Delhi-appointed 


governor rather than any 
elected party. 

Fariifir this month, a con- 
test for power rocked the 
BJP government in the 
western industrial state of 
Gujarat and nearly split tbe 
party. The quarreling 
demolished die BJFs repu- 
tation as a highly disci- 
plined, cohesive party — 
one- of its main selling 
points to the voter 

In August, the populist 
government * of Andhra 
Pradesh — Mr. Rao’s home 
state where Congress was 
bumbled in an election last 
year — collapsed because 
of a family feud. The chief 
minister’s sons-in-law oust- 
ed him , cl aimin g tha t his 
second wife was meddling 
In official affairs. 

“Given tbe present state 
of disarray in opposition 
parties, the mess in Mr. 
Rao’s own back yard sud- 
denly does not seem so 
intractably as before,” 
wrote political analyst Ajoy 
Bose in the Pioneer Daily. 

Tbe disintegration of the 
Uttar Pradesh alliance set 
back the BJP’s effort to 
build credibility with low- 
caste workers and farmers, 
and to shuck off its image as 
a party of businessmen and 
Brahmins, the highest caste. 

Despite India’s efforts to 
dismantle caste barriers, the 
ancient social hierarchy of 
Hinduism remains a potent 
force in politics. 

For years, the Congress 
Party was considered the 


protector of the underprivi- 
leged, giving it a monopoly 
on power in the populous 
and poor northern states. 

Then the lower castes, 
along with many Muslims, 
abandoned Congress for 
new parties led by people of 
humble origin, like Ms. 
Mayawati’s Bahujan Samaj 
Party. 

Ms. Mayawati,' a 39-year- 
old former school teacher, 
was the first chief minister 
from the lowest level in the 
caste system, the untouch- 
ables. 

But she stretched the 
BJP’s patience when she 
shifted senior bureaucrats 
from their jobs and replaced 
them with officials from 
low-caste backgrounds. 

Some reports suggest that 
her split with the BJP opens 
the way for a potential 
alliance with Congress, 
which could reestablish its 
credentials with a crucial 
block of voters. 

While Congress may 
draw some comfort from 
the travails of its rivals, 
“There is no reason for it to 
gloat,” cautioned the Cal- 
cutta-based Statesman 
newspaper in an editorial. 

“The unprincipled machi- 
nations over the last few 
months are not going to 
benefit any party, and may 
even lead to a general dis- 
enchantment with the polit- 
ical process as a whole,” 
the paper said. 


Simpson denies 
plans to move; 
coy on marriage 

PANAMA cm*. Florida 
(R) A jovial O. J. Simp- 

son denied rumours he was 
buying a house in Florida 
and suggested he had no 
immediate plans to marry 
model Paula Barbieri. Tin 
here with my girlfriend 
playing some golf and 
that’s all I’ve done.” the 
former football star told 
reporters before playing 
the game for a second day 
in a row. Asked about pos- 
sible wedding bells in his 
future. Simpson ^ said: 
“Only time will tell.” 

British supersonic 

car makes world 
debut 

LONDON (R) — World 
landspeed record holder 
Richard Noble has 
revealed the Thrust SSC 
Supercar he hopes will 
break the sound barrier for 
the first time next year. The 
car, which looks like a mis- 
sile with a minuscule cock- 
pit wedged between two 
massive turbo jet engines, 
should be ready to start tri- 
als early next year and 
make its assault on the 
sound barrier in the Neva- 
da Desert in late 1996. Mr. 
Noble said Thrust SSC’s 
challenge was to break the 
sound barrier — 747 mph 
(1,195 kmh) — without 
leaving the ground, and 
possibly reach a maximum 
speed of S50 mph (1,360 
kph). The record now 
stands at 633 mph (1,013 
kmh). 

Mary Tyler Moore 
.tried to help 
' brother die 

NEW YORK (R) — 
Actress Mary Tyler Moore 
says in her new autobiog- 
raphy that she tried to help 
her cancer-stricken brother 
commit suicide by feeding 
him ice-cream laced with 
an overdose of drugs. But 
she said in the just-pub- 
Iished book After All that 
the effort failed and her 
brother, John Moore, 47, 
lived three more months 
before dying peacefully in 
his sleep. Moore said her 
brother, terminally* ill with 
kidney cancer, had stashed 
hundreds of painkillers in 
his home. She said she 
mashed many of the 
painkillers in ice-cream 
and spoon-fed it to him 
because their taste was so 
foul. 


Marco Polo never 
went to China, 
new book says 

LONDON (R) — Marco 
Polo, the Venetian traveller 
whose 13th century visits 
to China were Europe’s 
mam source of information 
on the Far East for hun- 
dreds of years, may have 
made his travel stories up, 
a new book says. Dr 
Frances Wood, head of the 
British Library's Chinese 
Department, says in her 
-book Did Marco Polo Go 
To China? that Polo never 
went near to China and that 
his famous accounts of 
journeys in the Far East 
were false, Friday's Tunes 
newspaper said. Despite 
claiming to have spent 17 
years in China, Polo failed 
to record sights and experi- 
ences that would have 
struck a visitor of the time. 
Dr. Wood said. 

U.S. jury makes 
Eastwood’s day 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
U.S. jury made actor Clint 
Eastwood’s day, awarding 
him $150,000 in a case 
against tbe tabloid Nation- 
al Enquirer. The jury found 
the sensationalist newspa- 
per printed an “exclusive 
interview” with the gun- 
slinging movie star that 
never took place. East- 
wood claimed the so-called 
interview, printed in a Dec. 
21, 1993, edition and 
emblazoned across the 
front page with the head- 
line, “Dirty Harry lifts the 
lid on his private life", Was 
a fabrication. 
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Ivory Coast soldiers beat a man suspected of looting a pharmacy in Gagnoa a city 230 kilometres west of Abidjan. 
Opposition members erected barricades blocking the road and looted stores in protest against the upcoming elec- 
tions (AFP photo) 


Ivorian army stands by to halt election violence 


YAMOUSSOUKRO, Ivory 
Coast (R)' — Ivoty Coast’s 
army stood ready Friday to 
help prevent fresh political 
violence before and during 
Sunday’s presidential elec- 
tion, which the main oppo- 
sition has vowed to disrupt 

Defence Minister Leon 
Konan Roffi said on state 
radio and television that 
President Henri Konan 
Bedie, one of two candi- 
dates contesting the poll, 
had decided political unrest 
that has killed at least eight 
people must stop. 

Government sources said 
troops were standing by to 
deploy and enable polling in 
flashpoints in the key 
cocoa-growing south west, 
where the opposition has its 
traditional power-base. 

Religious leaders, mean- 
while, urged all sides to step 
back and avoid any action 
'that would escalate die 
country's worst electoral 
crisis since independence 
from France in 1960. 


neither the weakest nor the 
strongest, to satisfy person- 
al appetites to conquer or 
consolidate power,” 
Abidjan Archbishop 

Bernard Agre said on state 
television and radio in a 
statement addressed to both 
the opposition and the 
authorities. 

Opposition chief Laurent 
Gbagbo, leading light in die 
campaign that brought 
multi-party politics to Ivory 
Coast in 1990, accuses the 
government of dying to rig 
Sunday’s vote. “We have 
given orders for maximum 
disruption.” he said 
Thursday. 

Ml Konan Koffi deliv- 
ered the government 
response. 

“The head of state has 
decided to put an end to the 
disorder by all means possi- 
ble under the ousting 
statutes,” he said in a state- 
ment after Mn Bedie met 
his army and security 
chiefs. “All the armed 


be more closely involved in 
timely actions to mainmin 
order.” 

Ivory Coast, the world’s 
top cocoa producer and a 
country with a reputation 
for stability in a troubled 
continent, holds its second 
mold-party presidential 
election Sunday followed 
by general and municipal 
elections in November and 
December. 

An opposition alliance 
says Mr. Bedie, who is keen 
to attract foreign investment 
to Ivory Coast, and his rul- 
ing Democratic Party have 
manipulated election rules 
to ensure victory. 

In talks after five people 
died in Oct 2 clashes 
between protesters and 
security forces, the opposi- 
tion dropped a demand for 
withdrawal of a disputed 
new electoral code. 

But Monday it ordered its 
militants to defy a three- 
month government ban on 
street protests once again to 
secure postponement of 
Sunday's poll and a revision 


of voter lists. 

Mr. Bedie ’s opponent in 
Sunday’s poll is law lectur- 
er Francis Wodie of the 
small Ivorian Workers 
Party, who broke ranks with 
bis opposition allies to 
stand 

Mr. Bedie wraps up his 
campaign one day early 
Friday in Yamoussoukro, 
birthplace of toe nation’s 
founding President Felix 
Houphonet-Boigny, whose 
mantle he is keen to assume. 

Mr. Houphonet-Boigny 
defeated Mr. Gbagbo in 
Ivory Coast’s disputed first 
multi-party presidential poll 
in 1990. 

He was succeeded on his 

dealfa in 1993 by Mr. Bedie 
in his then capacity as 
speaker of parliament said 
before • Thursday’s 
announcement he was pre- 
pared to meet die opposition 
leaders provided they halted 
the protests. 

He hadleft Saturday clear 
as a window of opportunity. 


“War is not Inevitable!:.' ' farces in addition to the 
God says thou shalt not k31. National Gendarmerie will 




Non-aligned summit dimmed by Castro departure 


CARTAGENA, Colombia 
(R) — Cuba’s President 
Fidel Castro unexpectedly 
left early front the Non- 
Aligned Movement summit 
in Colombia Thursday, rob- 
bing the meeting of one of 
its leading figures before it 
issued a final declaration. 

The 69-year-old Cuban 
leader, a founder of the non- 
aligned group, flew out of 
the port city of Cartagena, 
the summit venue, at around 
2 pjn. (1900 GMT), head- 
ing for Cuba, airport offi- 
cials said. 

No reason was given for 
his early departure from the 
summit, which was due to 
close Friday morning with 
toe approval of a final dec- 
laration setting out the goals 
of the 113-member move- 
ment over the next three 
yeas. 

Ml Castro, who had 
flown to Cartagena Tuesday 
from Argentina where be 
had attended a two-day 


Ibero-American summit, 
had looked pale and tired as 
he sat through several hours 
of speeches Wednesday by 
non-aligned beads of state 
and government Just before 
leaving Thursday, he spoke 
briefly to Colombian 
reporters, his voice notica- 
bly hoarse. 

He bad addressed the 
summit Wednesday, after 
his speech was brought for- 
ward from its originally 
scheduled time of Thursday. 
In a brief six-minute speech, 
commended by the s ummi t 
chairman for its brevity, the 
Cuban president called for 
radical reforms of the 
United Nations, especially 
its Security Council. 

Ml Castro was one of 
several heads of delegation, 
from both member and 
guest nations, who left early 
Thursday. Leaders from 
Nicaragua, Kuwait, South 
Africa and Russia also 
departed, as did U-N. 


Secretary-general Boutros 
GhalL 

The 11th Non-Aligned 
Movement summit had 
already been a low-key 
meeting, coming at a time 
when many observers were 
questioning the relevance of 
die movement following the 
end of the East- West con- 
flict The early departure of 
several leaders seemed 
bound to dim even further 
the end of the summit, host- 
ed by Colombian President 
Ernesto Samper. 

But Colombian officials 
said the proximity of the 
meeting to the coming U.N. 
50th anniversary commem- 
oration that starts Sunday 
bad put pressure on the 
schedules of non-aligned 
leaders. Around 30 beads of 
state, fewer than in previous 
summits, had travelled to 
Cartagena. 

The United Nations came 
under strong criticism (hir- 
ing the two days of speech- 


es and meetings. The gap 
between the industrialised 
north and underdeveloped 
or developing south has 
been a constant theme in 
speeches by representatives 
from the 113 countries — a 
majority of the UJN.’s 185 > 
members — attending the* 
Cartagena summit. 

The speeches, by every- 
one from non-aligned stal- 
warts like Cuba’s Castro to 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos, a dose U.S. ally, 
have referred specifically to 
the thorny issue of expand- 
ing the 15-nation Security 
Council. 

The council’s five perma- 
nent members — the United 
States, Russia, Britain, 
China and France — are the 
main World War II victors. 
But they do not include 
such economic giants as 
Germany and Japan. And 
developing countries also 
want a greater voice in the 
top U.N. security body. 


Chechens, Russians set to resume talks 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Russian and Chechen nego- 
tiators are to resume peace 
talks “in two or three days,” 
officials on both sides said 
Friday, nearly two weeks 
after they were suspended 
amid mounting violence. 

“In two or three days, the 
commission on implement- 
ing the disarmament accord 
wflf resume its work,” said 
Akhmed Zakayev, culture 
minister for the separatist 
Chechen government and 
one of the Chechen negotia- 
tors. 

He was speaking after 
meeting General Viktor 
Vlasenkov, deputy com- 
mander of federal troops in 
toe breakaway Caucasus 
Republic, who told him 
overall Russian commander 
General Anatoly Shkhko 
was ready to resume talks. 

Moscow suspended nego- 

S ons on Oct 9 after an 
dt which seriously 
injured General Anatoly 
Romanov, Gen. Shkiiko’s 
Predecessor, and the bom- 
jfchJment of Chechen vil- 
ifies which left dozens 
dead. 

TfcHcs od implementing a 
July 30 accord on disarma- 


ment had been advancing 
painfully slowly even 
before they were suspend- 
ed. 

The agreement was 
designed to end bitter fight- 
ing in Chechenya since 
Russian troops marched 
into the Caucasus Republic 
in December to quell a 
three-year-old indepen- 
dence drive. Up to 30,000 
people are thought to have 
been killed. 

Meanwhile a Chechen 
separatist spokesman said 
friday Russian helicopter 
gunships raided two 
Chechen villages southeast 
of the capital Grozny caus- 
ing civilian casualties. 

Movladi Udugov, infor- 
mation minister in tbe 
breakaway Chechen gov- 
ernment, told Moscow 
Echo Radio that up to eight 
helicopters backed by 
artillery and tanks late 
Thursday attacked the vil- 
lages of Serzhea Yurt and 
Beni Khutor, some 40 kilo- 
metres from Grozny. He did 
not give a casually toll. 

Meanwhile, the Russian 
military co mmand in 
Chechenya, quoted by 
Interfax News Agency, said 


separatists attacked a 
Russian military convoy in 
Serzhen Yurt, killing one 
soldier and wounding 
another. 

The Interior Ministry did 
not report any air raids. 

Russia’s chief peace 
negotiator. Nationalities 
Minis ter Vyacheslav 

Mikhail ov, left MOSCOW for 
Grozny Friday, Interfax 
quoted officials in his min- 
istry as saying. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, declaring Chechen- 
ya the biggest disappoint- 
ment of his presidency, 
threw his weight behind the 
peace process Thursday 
a piiri a split in the govern- 
ment and rising tension in 
the region. 

“So many have been 
killed there. This is the 
bi gg est disappointment of 
my entire presidency,” Ml 
Y eltsin told reporters in the 
Kremlin before a visit to the 
United States. 

“The main thing is to 
influence the peace process, 
talks and a settlement,” be 
said. 

Ml Yeltsin said he did not 
regret the decision to send 
in troops last December to 


crush Chechenya’s indepen- 
dence bid and bring to heel 
“real professional bandits”. 
Thousands have been killed 
since then and many more 
have fled the fighting. 

As Mr. Yeltsin spoke, a 
rift became clear between 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev. 

Tbe hawkish Grachev, 
speaking at a cabinet meet- 
ing, criticised the effective- 
ness of negotiations, saying 
they had led to the start of 
“active military operations” 
by rebel groups. Interfax 
News Agency said. 

The minis ter warned that 
Russian forces might go 
back to active combaL But 
he was interrupted by Ml 
C hernomyrdin, who initiat- 
ed the peace talks in Jane. 

“At no point should the 
war in Chechenya be 
allowed to resume. 
Everything possible should 
be done to ensure a settle- 
ment by peaceful political 
means,” Ml Chernomyrdin 
said. 


Yeltsin abruptly reverses 
decision to sack Kozyrev 


MOSCOW (AFP) — In a 
dramatic about-turn before 
summit talks in Paris, 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said Friday Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
would remain in office, only 
a day after announcing he 
would sack him. 

Mr. Yeltsin told . an 
impromptu press confer- 
ence before he got on the 
plane here that Mr. Kozyrev 
“is staying in office ” 

Mr. Kozyrev learnt that 
be would keep his post only 
minutes before leaving 
Moscow with Ml Yeltsin 
for meetings with French 
President Jacques Chirac 
and later with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

“What is (andrei) kozy- 
rev’s problem? He is always 
travelling and cannot handle 
the ministry’s business. 
What Kozyrev needs is a 
man (deputy) who will take 
care of the workings of the 
ministry. We need to ‘find 
him a deputy,” Mr. Yeltsin 
told reporters at Moscow’s 
Vnukovo-2 Airport 

Mr. Kozyrev, visibly ner- 
vous while waiting for Ml 
Yeltsin to finish Ms brief 
comments to the press, 
appeared relieved after tbe 
president's change of mind. 

“The choice of such a 
deputy will ensure disci- 
pline and order,” Ml Yeltsin 
said. *T will help him in tMs, 
we are leaving together on 
the same plane” 


Ml Yeltsin had said 
Thursday he intended sack- 
ing Mr. Kozyrev in a move 
widely seen as appeasing 
nationalists who considered 
the 44-year-old minister as 
too pro-Western. 

Mr. Yeltsin had told jour- 
nalists that Ml Kozyrev 
would be replaced as soon 
as possible. “First of all it is 
necessary to choose an ade- 
quate candidate,” he said. 
“But my decision has been 
taken.” 

However, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
press service said it had not 
been informed of any move 
to sack Mr. Kozyrev, and no 
decree had been signed to 
that effect. Tbe Foreign 
Ministry said it had not 
heard of the decision either. 

Washington gave a guard- 
ed response to Mr. Yeltsin’s 
remarks Thursday. 

“Whatever tbe outcome of 
an internal decision by tbe 
Russian Federation to 
appoint a cabinet minister, 
we would expect to contin- 
ue our close working rela- 
tionship with the Russian 
Federation and to continue 
to enjoy a good working 
relationship with tbe 
Russian foreign minister” 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCarty said. 

Officials in London, 
Paris and Boon refused to 
comment on the fate of Mr. 
Kozyrev. 

Mr. Yeltsin's abrupt 
change of mind could have 



Andrei Kozyrev 


been prompted by a desire 
not to complicate Russia's 
already tense relations with 
the United States ahead of 
the mini-summit with Ml 
Clinton set for Monday. 

Differences over NATO's 
plans to expand eastwards 
and Russia’s role in a peace- 
keeping force for Bosoia- 
Herzegovina have cast a 
pall over the summit. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comments 
about finding a replacement 
for Mr. Kozyrev may also 
have been intended as a 
warning to the minister, 
who is hated by Russian 
nationalists and commu- 
nists — groups which are 
expected to score well in the 
Dec. 17 parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

On Sept. 6, the Duma, 
Russia’s lower house of par- 


liament. had called for Mr. 
Kozyrev’s resignation for 
the “humiliating failure of 
Russian diplomacy in the 
Balkans." 

Id a further hardening of 
Moscow’s stance towards 
the West, Mr. Yeltsin 
Wednesday accused NATO 
of wanting to station 
nuclear arms in Eastern 
Europe as part of its expan- 
sion. and said such a move 
would be “madness." 

Despite the incongruity 
of Mr. Kozyrev’s dovisb 
image amid the current 
pressure from hardliners, he 
is the longest-serving of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s ministers and has 
shown the president loyal 
support since his appoint- 
ment in 1990. 

Mr. Kozyrev initiated the 
accords signed at the end of 
1991 which dismantled tbe 
Soviet Union and thereby 
boosted Mr. Yeltsin's 
authority in post-Soviet 
Russia. 

In late 1994 Mr. Kozyrev 
left the Russia’s Choice 
reform bloc after it criti- 
cised Mr. Yeltsin’s decision 
to pour troops into break- 
away Chechenya, and he 
stoutly defended the presi- 
dent’s policy amid world- 
wide condemnation. 

Mr. Kozyrev was tbe 
architect of Russia’s policy 
of close cooperation with 
tbe United States. 


Buchanan attacks Powell, says free ride is over 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Retired Gen. Colin Powell’s 
free political ride may be 
over after conservative 
commentator Pat Buchanan 
Thursday became the first 
Republican - presidential 
ranriid are to take the ‘gloves 
off and launch a bare- 
knuckle attack on the popu- 
lar ex-soldier. 

“I will challenge General 
Powell from day one 
because if Powell were 
nominated as a Republican, 
that would be a triumph for 
toe politics of oppor- 
tunism,” Mr. Buchanan told 
Reuters in an interview. .“It 
would be an abandonment 
of the politics of conviction, 
and I’m going to stop it sin- 
gle-handedly” 

For the past month. Geo. 
Powell has been travelling 
the country promoting his 
autobiography and his 


standing in public opinion 
polls Iras soared. He said 
Thursday he would be ready 
to decide in about two 
weeks whether to run for 
the Republican nomination 
or seek tbe presidency as an 
independent 

A new poll Thursday 
showed .Gen. Powell with a 
nine-point lead over Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole 
among Republicans in the 
key state of New 
Hampshire. The poll, con- 
ducted by the American 
research group, showed that 
30 per cent of Republicans 
would support Gen. Powell 
if he ran in the New 
Hampshire primary, the first 
of tbe 1996 campaign, 
scheduled for Feb. 20. 

Sen. Dole was second 
with 21 per cent, followed 
by Mr. Buchanan with 
seven, former Tennessee 


Gov. 1 -amflir Alexander with 
four and Senators Phil 
Gramm of Texas and 
Richard Lugar of Indiana 
with two per cent each. 

Pollster Dick Bennett said 
the poll showed bow vul- 
nerable Sen. Dole was to a 
challenge from Gen. 
Powell, the first black to 
serve as chairman of tbe 
leant Chiefe of Staff and the 
man who masterminded the 
1991 U.S. military triumph 
over Iraq. 

“Powell running in New 
Hampshire could strip away 
one third of Dole's support 
among Republicans,” Mr. 
Bennett said. 

Polls published Thursday 
in Kentucky and Maryland 
showed a similar bum of 
support for Gen. PoweU. 

While some conservatives 
have expressed -opposition 
to Geu. PoweU because of 


his support of abortion 
rights and gun- control and 
bis opposition to school 
prayer. Republican presi- 
dential candidates have 
avoided criticising him. 

Sen. Dole has even spo- 
ken of Gem Powell as a pos- 
sible vice presidential 
choice. But Mr. Buchanan 
said a Powell candidacy 
would be a battle for the 
soul of the Republican 
Party. 

“No one has criticised 
Colin Powell or taken issue 
with him. He’s gotten a free 
ride. That ends the day he 
gets into this race " he said. 

Mr. Buchanan said the 
sole reason for conserva- 
tives to support Gen. Powell 
was his standing in tbe 
polls, but be said Gen. 
Powell would split the party 
in two if be were nominat- 
ed. 


Despite setback. Dole says bid to starve Cuba not over 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Senate-approved Cuba 
sanctions bill is for too 
weak . to suit many 
Republicans, who still bar- 
boor hopes of dealing a 
knockout Mow against 
Cuba with the help of 
House allies.' 

A much tougher House- 
passed version seeks to dry 
up foreign investment in 
Cuba. Senate Republicans, 
forced to drop a similar pro- 
vision for lack of votes, are 
seeking relief when the bill 
goes to conference with tbe 
House of Representatives to 
reconcile differences in the 
bills. 

Final passage of the some- 
what emasculated Senate 
sanctions bill came 
Thursday on a 74-24 vote, 
and Senate majority leader 


Bob Dole said his 
Democratic opponents 
should not be smug. 

“I am confident the 
House-Senate conference 
will be able to find a way to 
prevent Fidel Castro from 
using foreign investment to 
prolong his tyranny,” be 
stud. 

“That is the issue. Do we 
want to allow the hemi- 
sphere’s last dictator to 
replace his lost aid from the 
Soviet empire with Western 
investment?”. 

But Sen. Christopuer 
Dodd, a Connecticut 
Democrat, has said any 
attempt to resurrect the 
deleted provision will be 
“met by a hail of opposition 
every step of tbe way.” 

Under the House version, 
potential investors would 


shy away from Cuba 
because they would not be 
assured of legal title to any 
property they intended to 
acquire. The* bill would 
allow U.S. residents who 
lost property to confiscation 
three decades ago to lay 
claim to it in U.S. courts. 

Opponents of the provi- 
sion argued that it would 
produce hundreds of thou- 
sands of law suits, over- 
whelming federal courts 
and costing taxpayers bil- 
lions of dollars in court 
costs. It was strenuously 
opposed by the Clinton 
administratioD. 

The Senate bill approved 
Thursday would ensure that 
a country that buys Cuban 
sugar and molasses does not 
resell either product to tbe 
United Stales. It also seeks 


to reduce aid to Russia by 
$200 million — the same 
amount - Russia reportedly 
pays Cuba to rent an elec- 
tronic intelligence gathering 
facility on the island. 

President Bill Clinton 
could waive the require- 
ment if he deems it in tbe 
national interest. 

The legislation, sponsored 
by Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Jesse 
Helms, also directs the 
administration to try to 
block Cuba from becoming 
a member of international 
financial institutions. 

In addition, it requires the 
administration to seek a 
worldwide embargo against 
Cuba at tbe United Nations. 


Major challenge faces U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Achieving world peace 
may be easier than tbe task 
facing organisers of the 
United Nations’ 50th 
anniversary festivities: 
Getting all the more than 
ISO world leaders to keep 
their speeches to five min- 
utes or less. 

Leaders of countries rang- 
ing from heavies such as the 
United States, Russia and 
China down to tiny San 
Marino are to address the 
U.N. General Assembly 
over three days starting 
Sunday. 

Speakers include Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, Cuban 
President Fidel Castro, 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and FLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat The speeches 
are limited to five minutes. 


General Assembly spee- 
ches have been averaging 
about 20 minutes during 
recent sessions. During the 
anniversary ceremonies, 
speakers will face a small 
lamp which turns amber 
after 4 1/2 minutes and red 
when time's up. 

For many leaders of less- 
er-known countries such as 
Guinea-Bissau, Vanuatu 
and Cape Verde, the speech- 
es provide a rare opportuni- 
ty to stand before a major 
international gathering. 

But U.N. officials want to 
make sure that no one gets 
carried away. 

General Assembly Pre- 
sident Diogo Freitas Do 
Amaral of Portugal warned 
Wednesday that he would 
pull tbe plug on anyone who 
ran over the allotted time. 


— keeping politicians quiet 


“If each spoke for seven 
minutes instead of five, we 
would have an exua 6 1/2 
hours of speeches,” Mr. 
Freitas Do Amaral told a 
sparsely attended General 
Assembly session. 

Mr. Freitas Do Amaral has 
been circulating memos to 
U.N. missions advising 
them of the time limit. 

Limiting remarks to five 
minutes could be a new 
experience for some of the 
more loquacious world 
leaders. 

Mr. Castro, who is sched- 
uled to speak Sunday, ram- 
bled on for 4 1/2 hours 
when he first addressed the 
General Assembly in 1 960. 
During his last U.N. speech 
in 1979, he trimmed his 
remains to 2 hours. 

U.N. officials hope Presi- 


dent Clinton, the leadoff 
speaker, will set tbe tone for 
brevity by sticking to the 
limit 

But brevity has not been a 
hallmark of the Clinton ora- 
torical style. During a 1988 
.Democratic convention 
speech nominating Michael 
Dukakis for president, Mr. 
Clinton spoke for 35 min- 
utes — more than twice the 
allotted time. 

Delegates shouted “wrap 
it up” and saved their loud- 
est cheer when he began, 
“in closing ...” 

“If Clinton doesn't go 
over the limit, we think the 
others will keep to it,” said 
one U.N. official on condi- 
tion of anonymity. “But if 
he goes over, we’re afraid 
the others will too.” 
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U.N. for all seasons 

THE GOLDEN Jubilee of the United Nations 
(U.N.) which the world leaders are about to 
celebrate is an auspicious occasion to take stock 
of its achievements, failings and, above aD, the 
old premises of which it was ekablisbed. The 
international organisation was founded 50 years 
ago by the victors of World War n basically to 
reflect the “new international order,” at the 
time. Those were the years when Japan and 
Germany were the primary losers, and the U.N. 
Charter came to give expression to that reality. 
Then was also the era of colonialism when most 
of the developing world was under direct or 
indirect colonial rule of maj’or international 
powers. There was not only a dangerous gap 
between the South and North in that period but 
also a direct and brazen, exploitation of the 
wealth and resources of the poor countries. 

Five decades after, these old realities have been 
replaced by a set of new regional and internation- 
al conditions that practically wiped out the 1945 
global picture. That is why the celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the U.N. must not be 
confined to joyful festivities but should include a 
thorough soul-searching exercise that aims to put 
the international organisation on a new path that 
gives expression to the contemporary global 
scene. 

There are already voices calling for the expan- 
sion of the U.N. Security Council with a view to 
giving Tokyo and Bonn permanent seats. The 
Non-Aligned 'Movement is also on record as 
d emanding such a place for the member states. 
No doubt this would mean according an African, 
Asian and a Latin American country permanent 
seats on the counril to represent the three major 
regions of the movement. Yet there is much more 
to be done than mere enlargement of some of the 
UJtf. major bodies. The entire charter must be 
up for review in order to incorporate into It the 
experiences of the past five decades. Surely after 
so many years, the organisation is due to amend 
its ways and methods of work including its 
decision-making processes. 

In this vein, we believe that the ongoing efforts 
to make the composition of the Security Council 
more democratically representative of the inter- 
national community most coincide with making 
processes also more democratic. 

In addition, and in spite of all the talk about 
the negative features of the U.N. bureaucracy 
and how it is bloated and run by nepotism and 
favouritism, not much has been done so far to 
change the image of the international body. We 
hope, therefore, that the world leaders who will 
assemble for the commemoration of the U.N.’s 
anniversary wfll take time to examine new 
thoughts to make the U.N. that much more 
viable, cost-effective and amply effective. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i discussed the status of the 
Arab League in the Arab World, expressing the view 
that this institution is going through a slow process of 
demise largely due to the actions of the Arab member 
countries and the failures of its secretary general 
Mahmoud Rimawi said that the Arab League which 
has been suffering from political bankruptcy over the 
past decade, is now financially bankrupt because the 
Arab countries have failed to honour their financial 
commitments to its agencies. Indeed, many voices 
were raised recently wondering about the continued 
existence of such institution, whose members often 
proved to be working against their own interests, he 
continued. The league is a liability rather than an 
asset to the Arab World. Arab people were thus not 
surprised when they recently heard the Israeli foreign 
minister suggesting that the Arab League be trans- 
formed into a Middle East institution encompassing 
Israel along with the other Arab and non Arab states 
in the region , according to the writer. He said die 
Arab League secretary general, who is supposed to 
steer the destiny of this institution, has regrettably 
failed to take prompt action to ensure its revival or 
even to openly declare the realities and the facts 
about the situation so as to urge Arab states to act and 
save the Arab League from a shameful fate. 

ATTACKING ISRAEL for holding on to its occu- 
pation in southern Lebanon, a writer in A1 Ra’i daily 
said that it is this occupation that is causing so much 
tension in tbe whole region and endangering the peace 
process. Yousef Damra said that as long as Israel 
insists on occupying part of Lebanon, it will 
inevitably continue to race resistance activity from the 
Lebanese people, who seek to liberate their lands. No 
matter how brutal its actions and its raids on the 
Lebanese civilians might be, Israel will continue to 
face attacks until its troops leave Lebanese territory, 
he stressed Israel is wrong to believe that through its 
raids on southern Lebanon, it will force Syria to come 
to the negotiating table and accept Israeli terms. Israel 
is < wrong to compare its occupation of Lebanese 
land to the Syrian presence in the country, said the 
writer. He said Syrian troops came to Lebanon upon 
tbe request of the Beirut government. 
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Jordan will not let down its people 


THE JORDANIAN move to extend the validity of the 
two-year “travel” documents issued to residents of the 
West Bank by three years, coupled with the assurance 
given to residents of refugee camps that they would not be 
evicted despite a court ruling, comes as a watershed for 
many Pales tinians who are confused and in despair over 
their lack of control over the events takin g place in the 
Middle East peace process. 

For one thing, extending the validity of the travel docu- 
ments — which do not gram citizenship rights — means a 
dr amati c reduction in the red tape ami bureaucracy 
involved in renewing the documents at the end of every 
two years. For another, the five-year validity of the docu- 
ment is an indirect facilitation of tbe issuance of foreign 
visas to the holders (it was not secret that many embassies 
refused point blank to issue visas to holders of the two- 
year documents). 

The extension of the validity of the passports should 
actually allow many Pales tinians to take up employment 
outside — an opportunity that was largely denied when 
they held the limited two-year documents. 

Apart from the technical aspects, the philosophy behind 
the Jor dani an decision is simple and clear The Kingdom 
is living up to tbe pledge that it stands ready to extend 
whatever help it could to the Palestinian residents of the 
West Bank. Nothing more, nothing less. 

An indirect but forceful impact of the Jordanian decision 
is an element of comfort to the Palestinians living in the 
West Bank and complements the moves of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to expand autonomy ahead 
of final status negotiations. PLO Chair man Yasser Arafat 
should be gratified over this element of comfort to his con- 
stituency at a time when he needed every iota of assurance 
that he could extend to his people. 

His Majesty King Hussein's public assurance to tbe res- 
idents of Palestinian refugee camps that they need not 
worry about the legal wrangle over the ownership of the 


lan d where they have set up homes is another resounding 
echo of the Jordanian commitment to help the 
Palestinians. 

There could be man y ways of reading tbe development, 
but for us in Jordan it means only one thing? Another cor- 
nerstone in Jordan's efforts to consolidate the concept of 
the one Jordanian-Palestinian family and advance a uni- 
fied national approach to the fast-moving events in the 
region in the wake of the breakthroughs in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Jordan needs tbe combined effort of every citizen in the 
country to realise the foil economic and political potential 
of the opportunities That peace has offered to the region. It 
is totally unacceptable that a major segment of the 
Jordanian society is suddenly exposed to an eventuality 
that threatens their living while the country is on foe fast 
track, hopefully, towards addressing the problems of 
poverty and unemployment and an uplifting of the stan- 
dard of living for all its people. 

The so-called expert observers of the Middle East scene, 
would be shortsighted to interpret the latest Jordanian 
moves as warranted by unexpected developments. If any- 
thing, they should take into consideration Jordan’s estab- 
lished track record since its inception of being a safe haven 
for evezy Arab and appreciate that tbe decision to extend 
the validity of the temporary passports and to u n d e rta k e 
whatever is needed to resolve the problem of the camps is 
very much in line with the Kingdom’s policies. 

His Majesty said as much — although not in so many 
words — when be expressed dismay over the alarm voiced 
by the residents of the camps following foe court ruling 
that the owners of the land where the camps are built have 
foe right to claim foe land. What foe King implied was that 
every citizen of this country should have known that foe 
leadership here would not let down its people, whether in 
terms of land or civil rights or anything else. 


Arab reconciliation prerequisite 
for Gulf security, prosperity 


Reviewed By Elia Nasrallah 

|THE LOCAL Arabic press last week 
focussed on the situation in Iraq, foe 
question of passports for the 
Palestinians, and the controversy 
over refugee camps, as well as other 
domestic affairs. 

A call by foe president of foe 
United Arab Emirates. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan, for foe lifting of sanc- 
jtions on Iraq was addressed by a 
number of columnists who lauded foe 
Arab leader’s courage. According to 
Sultan A1 Hattab in A1 Ra’i, Sheikh 
|Zayed’s call opens foe door for Arab 
states to embark on reconciliation 
efforts and to help save the Iraqi peo- 

E le from their suffering. Sheikh 
iayed’s call should receive positive 
response from the other Arab leaders, 
whose countries are in disarray fol- 
lowing foe Gulf crisis he said. The 
writer said that the Arab leader’s call 
marks foe start of a new policy on foe 
part of the Gulf states, which, he said, 
can take foe lead in ending Arab dif- 
ferences and save their 18 million 
kinsmen from their ordeal. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a columnist in 
A1 Du stour praised Sheikh Zayed for 
|his courageous stand and stud foe 
Arab leader has no doubt realised that 
security for the Gulf 
states can only be guar- 
anteed through a gener- 
al Arab reconciliation. 

Keeping tbe Arab peo- 
Iple of Iraq facing starvation means 
[p lantin g time bombs and min es foai 
cbuld blow off any time, he said. The 
writer said all the Arab masses are 
now awaiting a positive step from the 
Gulf states and hope that these states 
will open a dialogue with Iraq to pave 
the way for a new Arab order and 
open a new chapter in inter-Arab 
relations based on mutual respect and 
non interference in other countries 
internal affairs. 

Echoing the praise for Sheikh 
Zayed was Tareq Masarweh in A1 
Ra’i, who said that the 18 million 
Iraqis should not be left to face death 
through starvation and sickness. 
Predicting that Iraq will witness 
developments after the referendum 
on President Saddam Hussein's new 
mandate in power, the writer 
expressed belief that this referendum 
will be followed by democratic steps 
like political pluralism, political par- 
ities and free expression. He said that 
Arab leaders should give support to 
the Iraqis and their unity and territor- 
ial integrity and do what they can to 
[prevent the disintegration of Iraq. 

Hussein Abu Orabi, a writer in A1 
Du stour, thanked Sheikh Zayed for 
his call to save the Iraqis from starva- 
tion. He said that the Arab League 
should take foe lead in opening dia- 
logues between Iraq and the Gulf 
states with tbe purpose of ending any 
lingering differences and suspicions. 

It is more important to protect foe 
Arab Nation’s interests than comply 
with resolutions from the United 
Nations, which seeks to protect the 
[Western nations’ interests alone, said 
the writer. Why' should' the Arab 
states align themselves behind the 
|West when their own interests and 
their Arab order are in jeopardy, 
asked the writer. Iraq, he said, is an 
Arab country and therefore a solution 


for its problems should come from 
foe Arab countries themselves. 

Abdullah A1 Qaq, a writer in AI 
Dust our, praised foe Emir of Bahrain. 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifeh, 
for his call to convene an Arab sum- 
mit designed to unify Arab countries 
position vis-a-vis tbe Middle East 
question and for ending differences 
with Iraq. Tbe Emir of Bahrain’s call, 
coming simultaneously with the call 
by Sheikh Zayed to end the sanctions 
on Iraq, reflectfoe fact that foe Arab 
Gulf states have realised that their 
interests remain in danger as long as 
the Arab states remain in disarray. If 
the Gulf states, which were involved 
in tbe Gulf crisis, are themselves call- 
ing for such reconciliation and tbe 
tiffing of sanctions on Iraq, then the 
other Arab countries ought to respond 
favourably to foe call, he added. 

Describing as very wise a step 
taken by the government to allow all 
Palestinians to retain, their passports 
with five year validity instead of two, 
a writer in Al Du stour said that the 
announcement brought reassurance 
to tbe Palestinians at a time when the 
Palestine question is passing through 
a transitional period during which tbe 
Palestine National Authority is trying 
to ensure foe restoration of 
Palestinian lands and rights, said 



Mohammad Daoud. Furthermore, 
government reassurances that tbe 
refugees will not be deprived of their 
homes in the camps and that mea- 
sures are underway to settle foe issue 
revolving around the land on which 
the camps were set up have put an 
end to the rumours concerning tbe 
future of foe refugees and the great 
deal of anxiety and worry created by 
these rumours. 

Referring to the court ruling order- 
ing the land where camps were built 
to be returned to their legitimate 
owners, a writer in Al Ra’i said that 
the government can find a way 
around this problem because the 
refugees have no other homes to go 
to and evicting them from the camps 
can create a social unbalance and a 
great deal of confusion. Mousa 
Barhuma said that foe government 
can and should make sure that tbe 
refugees remain in their present 
camps until at least the whole refugee 
problem has been solved in the final 
stage at tbe negotiations between foe 
Arab states, which host the refugees, 
and tbe Palestine National Authority 
on the one hand and Israel on the 
other. The writer urged tbe govern- 
ment to take responsibility for the 
refugees and find a compromise 
solution for the this problem, taking 
the rights of all parties into consider- 
ation. 

AI Dustour daily strongly criticised 
theU.S. Republican Party for its cur- 
rent drive to move the American 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. It is clear that such a 
move would offend foe feelings of 
millions of Muslims and jeopardise 
the peace process but it is regrettable 
to see the Arab and Muslim states 
remaining silent over these moves. 
Tbe paper said that it is also clear that 


Senator Robert Dole, who is spear- 
heading the efforts for the move, is 1 
aiming to win foe favour of thel 
Zionists on whom he counts to be 
elected president next year. The 
paper called for a United’ Arab and 
Islamic move to abort Mr. Dole’s! 
attempts and reaffirm the fact thaL the 
holy city of Jerusalem is occupied 
territory that belongs to the Arab, 
Nation and that foe Israelis should 
■ putl out from that city in the course of! 
implementing Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

A writer in AI Ra’i called on Israel 
to pull out its forces from southern 
Lebanon so as to avoid further con- 
frontations with Hizbollah and the 
Lebanese resistance. Mahmoudi 
Rimawi said that as long as southern 
Lebanon remains occupied, tension 
will persist and the violence will con- 
tinue. No one can blame the resis- 
tance for fighting off foe occupation 
forces. All foe blame should be 
squarely placed on the Israelis who, 
said tbe writer, do not wish to with- 1 
draw from Syrian and Lebanese terri- 
tories occupied since 1967. The writed 
said that the current Israeli threats to! 
Lebanon following the resistance 
attacks on Israeli troops create newj 
tensions and undermine efforts aimed! 
at achieving a comprehensive peace 
on all tracks. 

A writer in Al 
Dustour tackled 
report receutlyi 

released by the Public 
Security Department showing than 
drug addiction in Jordan is on foe! 
rise. The report sounds the alarm and 
calls for the concerned authorities to 
undertake practical steps to stem this 
dangerous trend, said Mohammad] 
Sqour, a former minister of social 
development The writer said that] 
attention should be given to the fam- 
ily institution at which awareness 
programmes should be directed. He 
said the second institution is the 
school, where the youth gather and 
which forms a fertile ground for 
delinquency and for harmful habits tO| 
grow unless the right supervision and 
care are provided for foie young. The 
writer said that the government 
should apply stricter rules and 
impose heavier penalties on drug 
traffickers and ought to develop 
modem means for treating the drug 
addicts. 

A writer in Al Ra’i directed atten- 
tion to the schools in Jordan, saying 
that the Ministry of Education should 
give bettter attention- to its schools, 
which lately witnessed the murder of] 
a student at the hands of his mates 
during^ recess. Sultan Al Hattab said 
that it is a known fact that the educa- 
tional process has been on the retreat 
in Jordan prompting. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan to 
urge the Ministry of Education to 
overhaul foe whole system and find] 
the right remedy. Furthermore, it was 
His Majesty King Hussein who, two! 
years ago, drew attention to foe fact! 
that drug addiction was growing in 
Jordan, noting that the practice was 
especially spreading among the 
young, noted the writer. He said that 
the Ministry of Education holds the 
prime responsibility not only for pro- 
viding education to tbe children but 
also for ensuring foal they grow up to 
be useful assets to their society. 


THE FOLLOWING 
article bv His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
pgftMn is reprinted 
from the Times (of 
London) 


Denial of freedom 


leads to violence 
and grief 


ON THE cusp of a new mil- 
lennium, we see foe human 
spirit under siege as never 
before. Across the world, 
the voices of millions are 
crying out in desperation 
for relief and guidance. 
Many of our fellow human 
beings still live in abject 
poverty and total degrada- 
tion. Tbe new world order, 
with its promise of peace 
through collective security, 
has come upon a baptism of 
fire. And still it would 
appear that no common 
frame of reference, no new 
consensus, no global ethic 
has emerged to assure foe 
peoples of foe world that 
they can lead peaceful, 
serene, and decent lives. 

In the midst of this confu- 
sion, it was heartening to 
hear the clarity of Pope 
John Paul n*s address to the 
United Nations. The Pope 
called for a complete reap- 
praisal of the current condi- 
tions in the world. It is a 
tribute to His Holiness that 
this call will ring powerful- 
ly in all quarters of foe 
globe. 

For we must learn foe 
lessons of foe 20th century, 
jno matter how hard, and 
apply them without fear or 
favour. We must revise our 
definitions of familiar con- 
cepts. and adopt fresh prac- 
tices in all fields of human 
endeavour. These must pro- 
vide a truly substantial ethic 
for a new era, directly relat- 
ed to the needs and wishes 
of foe peoples of foe world. 

It is foe fundamental split 
between ‘'me” and “you," 
between “us” and “them" 
which is- at the root of all 
opposition, all polarities 
and all conflicts. It is foe 
denial of foe shared human- 
ity of foe other and the 
rights that flow from it 
which lead to foe nightmare 
of violence and terror. 

Salvation of contempo- 
rary society will lie in 
recognition and respect for 
every culture, inespective 
of difference and variation. 
Each human culture strives 
to answer foe fundamental 
questions of human exis- 
tence and each must merit 
recognition and respect as 
such. From our perspective 
in the Middle East where an 


hisroric accommodation of 
differences is slowly taking 
place, there is no point; 
more crucial than this. For 
after decades ot conflict. 
Arabs and Jews are finally, 
beginning to recognise each: 
others' hopes, tears and] 
beliefs. 

Islam has been portrayed 
by some as a fanatical and. 
intolerant creed that utterly 
rejects foe other. But faith 
in Islam is a matter of con-; 
science, and conscience 
cannot be compelled. The; 
Holy Koran is most 
emphatic on freedom of! 
belief: “There shall be no 
compulsion in religion."; 
(2:256). It also proclaims:: 
“Harken you who disbe-; 
lieve; I do not worship what; 
you worship, nor do you; 
worship what 1 worship."i 
The chapter ends with a cat-j 
egorieal statement: “You 
have your religion, and 1: 
have mine.” (109:2-7). 

Historically. Islam’s abili-! 
ty to accommodate diversi- 
ty was the fountainhead of. 
its success. Islamic culture, 
at its height encompassed a, 
dazzling fusion of tradi-: 
tions, which would not: 
have been possible without: 
respect and tolerance fori 
that which was different,! 
and that which was other. In; 
our efforts to achieve peace; 
in tbe Middle East, we are; 
following these principles.] 
which remain compelling’ 
even when they are. 
ignored, within the Muslim! 
World and beyond. | 

Freedom and justice can-; 
not simply be defined by 
foe absence of tyranny and' 
oppression. Freedom, in foe; 
words of the Pope, is a mea-i 
sure of humanity’s dignity) 
and greatness; while mod-1 
em totalitarianism is anl 
assault on our dignity, j. 
denying us foe most ele-i 
notary and inalienable 
rights. It is a challenge tol 
the individual's spiritual 1 
growth and foe moral vital- 
ity of nations. 

I therefore welcome foe! 
Pope's call for a humanl 
ethic of solidarity. For only| 
such an ethic can build a[ 
bridge across foe . gap 
between “us” and “them” 
and make us realise that we 
are all “us.” 

Only such an ethic can 
provide a viable basis for 
foe next millennium oil 
human history. I applaud 
His Holiness for this initia- 
tive, and wholeheartedly 
endorse it. 


LETTERS 


Heritage versus 
development 

To the Editor: 

DWORDS CANNOT express how I felt while listening 
to a foreign reporter defending one of “Amman’s land- 


marks” that is scheduled to be tom down in the name 
of development. I decided right-there and then that this 
time I am not going to be one of the numerous by- 
standers who always see but do not say. 

This foreign reporter saw that “Mata am Hashem.” a 
place a lot of people know and have been to, was 
worth including in a documentary he was filming on! 
Jordan’s nightlife for a European television station.! 
Now some might accuse me of being shallow and 
probably even vain for giving a lot of importance tol 
the issue of a restaurant being tom down while therd 
are a lot of more important issues worth raising. But 
this is not the issue. The importance lies in the fact that, 
places like “Hashem” and “Qahwat Al Central." which 
is awaiting the same fate, are unique in many ways. 
They have been part of Amman’s heritage with mem- 
ones of at least three generations ot Ammanites. 

Hashem has been a place where a plate of “hum- 
mos ' swims in a pool of live oil slides over the invis- 
ible Ime that have always separated classes and 
brought them together. 

Countries all over the world are working hard on 
°! d ty^dings and sights that are considered 
P 31 *®* j eir heritage, while it seems that we are work- 
ing hard on tearing down such sights for the sake of 
modernisation and development. But it should not slip 
our mmd that modem is not always better and that this 
type of development is not what we need 

u d T° Wn l‘i i 2 shernM 30(31 Qahwat Al Central 

J vo , ul ? ^ te 1° £ ven think what foe end 
i fin<i consolation in a few 

riSrtf ISmS?” 1 ? ^ k f pt ? ver * e > ,ears of 1116 old 

5™ nf M d v ? y few books w " clen 0n *e ftis- 

toiyof the city. Not a lot to show of our preserved hcr- 


Lina H, Kasim., 
Amman. 
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- (Continued from page 1) 

President Liamine Zcroual 
and Tunisian President Zinc 
A1 Abidine Ben Ali. 

On Thursday King Hussein 
urged the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) to contri- 
bute to efforts for peace* 
around the world, especially 
in the Middle East region. 

In an address to the NAM 
summit held in Colombia and 
delivered on his behalf by 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti, King 
Hussein called on the move- 
ment to reexamine its 
strategies with a view to bet- 
ter serving the interests of 
non-aligned nations and the 
objectives of the movement 
itself. 

Emphasising Jordan's 
keenness on promoting the 
role of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, King Hussein 
said that NAM nations 
should encourage a dialogue 
between the North and the 
■ South and to step up coop- 


eration among the countries 
of the Southern Hemisphere 
themselves. 

Stressing that the move- 
ment should give priority to 
socio-economic develop- 
ment, the King said that such 
a development can flourish in 
an atmosphere of peace and 
democracy and security for 
all nations. 

The King said that the 
countries of the Middle East 
embarked on a peace process 
at the 1992 Madrid confer- 
ence to help implement U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 which call for the 
exchange of land for peace. 
He said Jordan, which signed 
a peace treaty with Israel in 
October 1994, has regained 
its lost territory and water 
rights and was striving to 
achieve comprehensive peace 
in the region. 

The MENA conference in 
Amman, the King said, rep-, 
resents the crowning of 
efforts aimed at promoting 
socio-economic development 


in the Middle East and noted 
that great hopes were pinned 
on the projects to be discus- 
sed and implemented 
through the meeting. 

With reference to the situa- 
tion in the Gulf region. King 
Hussein said Jordan respects 
the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of all states and 
the non-interference by any 
country in the internal affaire 
of another. 

Based on this concept, Jor- 
dan supports the right of the 
United Arab Emirates in re- 
gaining sovereignty over the 
Golf islands occupied by Iran 
through peaceful means and 
in line with international 
norms and laws, he said. 

The King referred to Iraq, 
and commended its decision 
to recognise the international 
boundaries with Kuwait. He 
called for the lifting of the 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq 
in order to end the suffering 
of tiie Iraqi people and help 
safeguard the country’s 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity. 

Jordan also demands that 
Iraq release Kuwaiti citizens 
held since the Gulf crisis and 


that Baghdad implement all 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions, he said. He ex- 
pressed solidarity with the 
Iraqi people's aspirations to 
democratic rule and other 
rights. 

King Hussein called for the 
complete elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction 
and urged the Non-Aligned 
Movement to play a key role 
m the achievement of that 
objective. 

King Hussein said that 
foreign debts represent the 
main stumbling bloc -in the 
way of developing countries’ 
struggle for development. 
The Non-Aligned Movement 
can help democratise world 
organisations like the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund and help to 
bring about reforms to these 
institutions which he said 
hold the upperhand in the 
world economy. 

The King said that through 
its efforts the Non-Aligned 
Movement can influence the 
U.N. organisations and agen- 
cies to help deal with the root 
causes of financial difficulties 
facing the developing world. 


Palestinians protest land grabs j Hrawi Outlines his policy 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian-ruled West Bank 
town of Jericho on Friday. 

A joint Israei-Palestinian 
police patrol ordered his con- 
voy to remove the blue and 
white Israeli flags it was 
flying and an argument broke 
out when the drivers refused* 
Israel Radio said. 

At, one point, a Palestinian 
policeman cocked his weapon 
and aimed it at this Israeli 
legislator, radio reports said. 

A shooting incident, parti- 
cularly involving an Israeli 
lawmaker, could have broken 
the delicate accord, which 


sees the Jericho enclave as a 
model for future expansion of 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank. 

Mi. Zeevi said he left his 
submachine gun behind in 
the car and suggested that 
otherwise, he would have 
opened fire. 

u If someone aims a loaded 
weapon at me and maybe 
. intends using it, that win be 
the last time in their life they 
will cock a weapon at an 
Israeli,” said Mr. Zeevi. 

Israeli forces arrived short- 
ly after the confrontation and 
escorted the convoy out of 
Jericho, flags waving. 


Libya resumes expulsions 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arab-Israeli dispute. The 
guerrillas were on alert for 
threatened Israeli retaliation 
following the killing of nine 
soldiers in the last week. 

Mi. Hrawi stressed that 
Lebanon will continue to be 
allied with Syria in peace 
negotiations with Israel, 
which have been deadlocked 
for months. 

Turning to reconstruction, 
Mr. Hrawi said: “We shall 
spare on effort to speed up 
the rebuilding of our country. 
This is the cornerstone of 
stabilisation.” 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri, who will remain in' 


office as well, is engaged in a 
S18 billion plan to rebuild 
war-shattered Beirut and res- 
tore Lebanon to its inn-war 
position as a regional finan- 
cial and business bob. 

Parliament’s move Thurs- 
day marked a major constitu- 
tional departure in Lebanon, 
where presidents have until 
now been limited to one six- 
year term, and underlined 
Syrian influence. 

Extending Mr. Hrawi’s 
term, which had been sche- 
duled to end in five weeks, 
was widely expected after Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 
Assad made dear last week 
that he wanted Mr. Hrawi to 
stay on. 


(Continued from page 1) 


was on its way. _ 
Frustration among the 650 
Palestinians aboard the car- 
ferry Countess M boiled over 
into anger and a mob got into 
a shouting match with the 
captain and crew of the 
Greek-owned ship, scaring 
away a medical team that was 
£ trying to board. 

“It looked like a mutiny,” 
said one eyewitness. 

Tension subsided when 
five -Syrian officials hoarded 
the Gountness M and ex- 
plained efforts to end thCir 
week-long plight, according 
to Costas Tsikkos, the agent 
in Cyprus for the ship's own- 


Questions remain unanswered 


Mr. Tsikkos said a ship 
capable of taking 300 passen- 
gers would arrive in Cyprus 
at 8 a.m. (0600 GMT) on 
Saturday. 

“It is a small boat. There 
will be a second trip to take 
the rest of them,” he added. 

The 6% Palestinians, more 
than half of them children, 
arrived off Larnaca on Tues- 
day after being ordered out 
of Libya last Friday and were 
turned away by Syria.’ 

Syria then said it would 
collect about 600 of the 
Palestinians on the Countess 
M with Syrian papers. 


(Contained from page 12) 
passports into five-year pass- 
ports. 

He said every Jordanian 
citizen was entitled to obtain^ 
ing a family registration book 
but noted that holders of 
Jordanian passports were not 
necessarily Jordanian 
citizens. 

Assistant Companies Com- 
ptroller at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Ghaleb 
A1 Dabbas said he believes 
that West Bankers bolding 
permanent passports had the 
right to open companies in 
Jordan although his depart- 
ment had not received clear 


instructions. 

Director of Education at 
the Ministry of Education 
Khaied Nabtiti said non- 
Jordanians could be admitted 
at the ministry's schools pro- 
vided that they possessed re- 
sidence permits issued by the 
Ministry of Interior. 

However, director of the 
Follow-up and Inspection 
Department at the Ministry 
of Interior Issam A1 Khatib 
said West Bankers entitled to 
obtaining five-year passports 
' could not obtain family reg- 
istration books and that their 
children could not join gov- 
ernment schools. 


THE CHAIRMAN, THE BOARD, 
THE MANAGEMENT AND THE 
STAFF OF ARAB BANK 
(SWITZERLAND) LTD. 

Mourn the passing of the late 
Najwa Abdul Hameed Shoman 

Sister of Mr. Abdul Majeed Shoman 
Chairman of the Board / General Manager 
and Mr. Khaied Shoman 
Deputy Chairman of the Board 
Deputy General Manager 

And extend their sincere and heartfelt 
condolences to the members of the 
Shoman family. 

May God bless her soul 
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Mourn the passing of the late 
Najwa Abdul Hameed Shoman 


Sister of Mr. Abdul Majeed Shoman 
Chairman of the Board / General Manager 

and Mr. Khaied Shoman 

Deputy Chairman of the Board / Deputy General Manager 

And extend their sincere and heartfelt condolences to the 

members of the Shoman family. 

May God bless her soul 
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Canadian trade team due 
kere today ahead of summit 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-level 
Canadian delegation arrives 
here Saturday to discuss pre- 
paration for next week's Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA.) economic summit 
and Canadian role in the 
gathering. 

The Canadian team, 
headed by Member of Parlia- 
ment Mac Harb and includ- 
ing representatives of several 
companies, will seek to iden- 
tify “possible areas of coop- 
eration between Canada and 
Japan and start the match- 
making process between 
Canadian companies and 
tbeir Jordanian counter- 
parts," the Canadian embas- 
sy said. 

The embassy said in a press 
statement that the business- 
men in the delegation, which 
will stay in Amman for three 
days, represent the services, 
aviation and construction sec- 
tors as well as the govern- 
ments of Qubec and Alberta 
and Canadian -Arab organisa- 
tion. 

Canada, which maintains 
excellent relations with Jor- 
dan and has extended size- 
able assistance to developing 


the energy sector of the King- 
dom. has assumed a high 
, profile role in the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process. It chairs the 
multilateral working group 
on refugees. 

The Canadian delegation is 
scheduled to hold talks on the 
government level with Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb, Minister of 
Posts and Communications 
Jamal Saraireb, Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Sameeh Darwazeh. 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Samir Kawar and Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Nader Thuheirat. 

On the private sector level, 
the team will meet with rep- 
resentatives of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the 
special committees preparing 
private sector participation in 
the MENA summit, the 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association and Jordanian 
companies. 

The Canadian embassy 
noted that Canada's parti- 
cipation in the MENA sum- 
mit was initiated during a 
.visit that His Majesty King 
Hussein paid to that country 
in April. 

“Since then, Canada has 


assisted the Jordanian private 
sectors participation for the 
summit through a number of 
round-table meetings in both 
Jordan and Canada. 

“Canada's interest in the 
summit is reflected through 
its private sector business 
participation in the summit," 
said the embassy, noting that 
upto 30 companies were ex- 
pected to be represented at 
the summit and some of them 
were also represented in the 
mission headed by MP Harb. 

The Canadian team to the 
summit is expected to be 
among the largest at the con- 
ference. It will include chair- 
man, presidents, managing 
directors and senior execu- 
tives from Cansult Group, 
Candesal, Realmont, the Ex- 
port Development Corpora- 
tion, the International Finan- 
cial Services Institute, TriStar 
Industries, SNG La Valin 
Group, Kass Investments, 
Philip Environmental Inc., 
the Diesel Division of Gener- 
al Motors, Ramori Canada 
Inc., Debuka Investments 
Corporation, the Canada 
Post Corporation, Strategic 
Business Trends Inc., Exsul- 
tate Inc., Ingeisoll-Rand, the 
New Middle East Consor- 
tium, Enterprises Vibec Inc., 
and AT & IT. 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. 

NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BID 
FOR 

POWER/WATER DISTRIBUTION NETWORK FOR 
NON-PLANT BUILDINGS/FACIUTTES 

INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. fUC), INVITES TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF 
MATERIALS AND ERECTION INCLUDING CIVIL CONSTRUCTION WORKS OF THE 
FOLLOWING BUILDINGS/ FACILITIES AT THE PROJECT SITE IN THE SPECIAL 
INDUSTRIAL FREE ZONES AT ESHTDIYA. 


TENDERREF.NO. 

BUILDINGS / FACILITIES 

C-006/95 

UNDER GROUND WORKS FOR 
SERVICE WATER DISTRIBUTION 
AND ELECRICAL POWER 
DISTRIBUTION INCLUDING A SUB- 
STATION BUILDING. 

COMMUNICATION NETWORK &. 

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. ! 


THE TENDER DOCUMENTS COVERING THE SCOPE OF WORK, TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION AND OTHER GENERAL/ COMMERCIAL TERMS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR 
OFFICE. 

INTERESTED ELECTRO-MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPANIES HAVING EXPERIENCE 
IN ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AND FIRE ALARM SYSTEM REGISTERED WITH MINISTRY OF 
PUBLIC WORKS IN JORDAN (GRADE LAND II) MAY COLLECT THE ABOVE TENDER 
DOCUMENTS ON PAYMENT BY CASH/DEMAND DRAFT (ADDRESSED TO "INDO-JORDAN 
CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD." PAYABLE AT AMMAN) A SUM OF JD 100 FOR EACH 
TENDER DOCUMENT FROM THE MANAGER (ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL) INDO- 
JORDAN CHEMICALS CO., 3RD FLOOR, DELMON BUILDING, P.O. BOX NO. 926787, 
AMMAN 1 1 1 10, ON ANY WORKING DAY TILL 31. 10.95. 

BIDDERS SHALL SUBMIT THEIR BIDS SUPERSCRIBING THE TENDER REF. NO. ON THE 
ENVELOPE ON OR BEFORE 1400 HRS. ON 07 12.95. 

BABUK. VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


THE Daily Crossword by Matthew Higgins 


ACROSS 

1 Purloin 

6 Diminish 
gradually 

10 Bede or Smith 

14 Author Cather 

1 5 Distinct entity 

16 Lombardy town 

17 Feet 

18 Award-winning 
newscaster 

20 Grand N.S. 

21 Fourteen 
pounds in Leeds 

23 Bible book 

24 Former 

26 Oklahomans 

28 Fodder 

29 Remain firm 

30 Supportive 
device 

32 Parisian father 

33 — relief 

36 Assistant 

37 Oodles 

39 Pinball finisher 

40 Reel's partner 

41 Spree 

42 Asian peninsula 

43 Pair 

44 — Sandburg 

45 Happy — 

48 Turned the 

hose on 

51 Object to keep a 
wheel from 
rolling 

52 Disembodied 
spirits 

54 Obstacle 

55 Counliy duo 
Mom 

57 Legislative 
assembly 

59 Gaelic 

60 Region 

61 Aconcagua's 
range 

62 Hollow stem 

63 Capital on the 
Aar 

64 Alan and Cheryl 

DOWN 

1 Swinging 
blow 

2 Coronet 
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Thursday’s puzzle solved 


3 Funnies' 
bunny's foe 

4 Clerical 
vestment 

5 Inverness girls 

6 Commotion 

7 Presently 

8 Summarized 

9 Summer in 
Cannes 

10 Pale brown 

11 Extinguish 

12 Venomous 
snake 

13 Golden touch 
king 

1 9 French wine 
region 

22 Koppel 

25 — majesty 

27 Rowing items 

29 Outpouring 

30 Seaman 

31 — Branco 

33 Melville's sailor 

34 Pie — mode 

35 Porker's pad 
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37 Fly high 

38 Overly confident 

39 Scarlett's home 

41 Ear parts 

42 Military officer 

43 Censured 

44 Pvi.'s boss 

45 Actor Ed — 


46 Thin 

47 Got up 

48 African region 

49 Relieved 

50 Adom 

53 Baltic feeder 
56 Rapid punch 
58 Sil — tack! 


By George Hishmeh 
USIA staff writer 

CAIRO — Egypt, the first 
Arab country to sign a peace 
treaty • with Israel, will be 
attending the upcoming Am- 
man Economic Summit late 
this month “with aggressive- 
ness, without inhibitions, and 
with a dear vision” that the 
meeting's main objective 
should be peace in the Mid- 
dle East, said Ambassador 
Raouf Saad of the Egyptian 
ministry of foreign affairs. 

Mr. Saad, who is Egypt's 
top official involved in the 
Lroordination of this economic 
'summit, stated that the Cairo 
government is determined to 
see at Amman “the formula- 
tion of a sound bads (for the 
region), politically and eco- 


Egypt to attend Amman Economic Summit 
‘with aggressiveness, without inhibitions 

. iKeMflfiM add a lot to would be 


nomkally.’ 

The three-day Amman 
Economic Summit starting 
Oct. 29 is expected to see the 
participation of more than 
2,000 government leaders 
and businessmen — about 
150 from the United States 
alone — to herald the open- 
ing of a government-business 
partnership in the economic 
development of the Middle 
East and North Africa in the 
wake of the Middle East 
peace process. The confer- 
ence is a follow-up to last 
October’s Casablanca econo- 
mic summit that saw for the 
first time Arab and Israeli 
political and business leaders 
mingje together under the 
same root 

Speaking in an interview. 
Ambassador Saad said Egypt 


Yves Saint Laurent launch OPIUM 



Administrative Director of the Medical Equipment Office 
Taher Ai Hudhud Thursday held a press conference to 
launch the new perfume OPIUM for men. from Yves 
Saint Laurent, in the Jordanian market 
Mr. Al Hudhud said it is a wealth of oriental mysteries 
and charms. It is rare, precious, free, unsettling,, 
magical, captivating, like a verse from one of 
Baudelaire’s poems. In 1977 YVES SAINT LAURENT 
unveiled this world of enchantment to women who 
immediately fell under its spell, jealously revelling in its 
delights. It is an exquisite oriental blend of pure 
sensuality, with tangy, exotic, fruity notes reminiscent 
of the sweet-smelling, gentle aroma of sun-drenched 
fruits and spices. 

OPIUM, said Mr. Al Hudhud, is a dream that knows no 
limits or ways. “Today, after eighteen years of 
intensifying magic and pleasures, OPIUM reveals its 
other face: at last the time has come for OPIUM POUR 
HOMME. A perfect blend of oriental freshness and 
spicy, woody sensuality." he said. 



“I finally finished my 80 -page report for 
work.. . and tfien the cat stepped on 
the delete button!” 


considers the Amman sum- 
mit “as only a step within the 
peace process (in order) to 
consolidate our efforts on the 
peace trade." 

He said his government is 
convinced that “we cannot 
disengage the peace process 
from economic or regional 
cooperation.” 

He said he saw a link be- 
tween die peace process on 
the bilateral track and the 

economic dimension of the 
peace process on the regional 
or multilateral track. 

Egypt, he elaborated, does 
not see these regional prog- 
rammes as a “tool for 
peace.” Rather, he went on, 
Egypt’s participation eman- 
ates from its belief that it is at 
present contributing to re- 
gional cooperation “in anti- 
cipation of peace.” He re- 
marked, this view is contrary 
to the one which believes that 
peace dividend should come 
first and that peace would 
come later. 

Here, he repeated his gov- 
ernment's thinking that peace 
in the region should be com- 
prehensive and must include 
the Lebanese and Syrians, 
who are both boycotting the 
Amman meetings. He also 
said it was necessary for the 
Palestinians to know what 
they could expect at the end 
of the process because addi- 
tional setbacks “would hin- 
der our efforts” which started 
four years ago this month in 
Madrid, when Israel met 
face-to-face with her immedi- 
ate neighbours for the first 
time, under U.S. and Russian 
sponsorship. 

Ambassador Saad 
cautioned that cooperation in 
the Middle East should be 
established on what be 
termed a “balanced" peace. 

“Ifyou look at the econo- 
mic situation in the Middle 
East, it is very unbalanced,” 
he pointed out. '‘You have a 
per capita income of $14,000 
a year in Israel and an aver- 
age of $1,000 in the neigh- 
bouring countries.” 

Mr. Saad continued. 


“these disparities add a lot to 
the suspicion and the harping 
that exists.” In order to check 
this negative trend, he sug- 
gested the introduction of 
“economic cooperation on a 
balance bass so as to reduce 
the disparities and give all 
parties positive dividends.” 

Here, he cautioned that 
the benefits from the peace 
process “should not go to one 
party at the expense of 
another,” stressing “we have 
to ensure that this is a win- 
win game.” 

Ambassador Saad pointed 
out that “the area is full of 
suspicions that Israel is com- 
ing to control the economies 
of the region.” 

He disagreed with this 
point of view. “I personally 
don’t think (Israel) is capable 
of doing that and I do not 
think it wants that.” 

His reasoning is that if it 
was control that Israel 
wanted, then it would not be 
integrating in the region; 
moreover, an attempt to con- 
trol would impact negatively 
on the peace process. Addi- 
tionally, he aid not think 
Israel was capable of econo- 
mic hegemony since it only 
has “five or six” products 
that may be eye-cathing and 
some of these may not be 
desirable for the Arab coun- 
tries. 

He then went on to chal- 
lenge the notion that all re- 
gional projects in the .Middle 
East should always involve 
the four core countries: 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian areas — "a nar- 
row vision,” is how he de- 
scribed it. His admittedly 
“futuristic view” is that there 
could be regional partners in 
the area without necessarily 
including Israel. 

At this point, he explained 
the reluctance of some Arab 
countries in the Gulf area to 
participate in the proposed 
Middle East Development 
Bank as stemming from the 
fact that they still do not have 
peace with Israel. But he was 
certain all the Gulf states 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble Ihese tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


DUELE 



LG 
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enra S«vca. be 


SKUYH 
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HfSMAF 
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Pi 
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LJ 

LJ 



NUCLUR 



_ 



WHERE THE MAYOR 
KEPT THE MONEY 
TO PM FOR 
5NOW REMOVAL. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


A TIIIIT nH] 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: YOKEL DOWDY BIGAMY RAREFY 
Answer: What the astronomer saw al the dairy farm — 
THE MILK-YWAY 


Peanuts 


YES, MA AM.. I UNDERSTAND 
YOU WANT MORE’TMAN 
JUST THE MATH ANSWER.. 



Mutfn’Jeff 


JEFF WHAT EVER 
HAPPENED TO THAT . Ujllt 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE J JJSL 
VfoU W0£T WITH? 



VEH # R0WC0ME \ OH,T DIDN'T 
SHE DIDN'T /HA/E ENOUGH 
MARRY YOU? 


MONEY To 
SUIT HER/a 




coming to the Am- 
man conference. 

Ambassador Saad was con- 
fident that the regional in- 
stitutions that were promised 
in the Casablanca Declare- 
tion would be announced m 
Amman although he did say 
that there are still some intri- 
cate details to be worked out 
about interim arrangements 
and about the location of 
these institutions. He spoke 
matter-of-factly. however, 
about the Middle East De- 
velopment Bank being head- 
quartered in Egypt. 

“It is very important. 
Ambassador Saad stressed 
repeatedly, “that all parties 
(at Amman) have to take 
part effectively in formulat- 
ing the economic terms of the 
regional cooperation to_ make 
sure we are establishing 
cooperation on a balanced 
peace.” 

Ambassador Saad. re- 
sponding to a question, said 
his delegation will be produc- 
ing a booklet sometime next 
week describing all the pro- 
jects it hopes to bring to the 
attention of the other govern- 
ment and business partici- 
pants in Amman. He said 
they cover various sectors but 
he would not give out any 
details since some are under- 
going last-minute revision. 

He also said that a large 
delegation — “about 75" — 
from the Egyptian private 
sector will be in the Jorda- 
nian capital as well. 

Speaking in a television 
interview earlier this week, 
Joan Spero. the U.S. under- 
secretary of state for econo- 
mic, business and agricultural 
affaire, described Egypt as 
“an integral part of the multi- 
lateral groups that grow out 
of the Madrid process," stres- 
sing that “Egypt is really a 
core relationship for the Un- 
ited States.” 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, OCTOBER 21, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 

Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You may find your career 
activities hard to accomp&h 

*t6c&y, so find new gadget? 
which can ameliorate the 
"slftfSition now and in the fu- 
ture. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) A major expense could 
really confuse you today if 
you lose your poise and pers- 
pective, calm down and look 
at it objectively. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
22) Look to some good friend 
for assistance today with 
home difficulties, contact 
this person early in the day so 
that you can follow the advice 
provided. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You may mid it 
difficult to communicate well 
in business today, but some 
personal gain can make you 
happy and veiy productive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You have fine ideas for ex- 
pressing you best talents to- 
day, but take care you do not 
go overboard where some 
fi nancial affair is concerned. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan just bow 
to gain your personal aims 
this morning and then take 
action in the evening for best 
results in gaining your sue- 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be willing to 
accept the aid of a good 
friend in the morning today 
and then be with other 
friends for social purposes 
later tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get an early 
start today on business affaire 
you wish to complete since 
you cannot gain a personal 
wish you had in mind. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get into 
new activities during the day- 
time today since it will be 
evening before you can get a 
private affair working prop- 
erly towards a solution. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Study major 
expenses which are pending 
and pay up instead of going 
after new interests today. Be 
careful in driving on the high- 
way. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
'February 19) Responsibilities 
are annoying in the morning 
today, but later this evening a 
generous partner can make 
things easier for you to be 
successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 3)) Get busy impro- 
ving your home 1 and avoid a 
fellow associate who is diffi- 
cult at this time. Persevere in 
the career activities you are 
currently doing. 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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Israel announces 
$1.6b Intel deal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Israeli treasury 
announced Friday it had 
readied an agreement with 
Intel Corp allowing die U.S. 
company to build a $1.6 bil- 
lion facility in Israel. 

Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat told a news confer- 
ence the semiconductor plant 
would mark the largest fore- 
ign ' investment in Israel to 
date and Intel production 
would begin in 1998. 

This investment, which in 
my assessment is the largest 
ever m ade in Israel, has sig- 
nificance above and beyond 
this specific project,” Mr. 


Shohat told^ reporters/ 

Annual turnover from the 
facility to make semiconduc- 
tors for computers is ex- 
pected to total $1 billion with 
all the production designated 
for export. 

Dov Frohman, the general- 
manager of Intel Israel and 
vice president of Intel Corp, 
said the plant would directly 
employ 1,500 people. 

“The investment is gpod 
for Israel and good for Intel 
in that order,” he said. 

Intel plans to bnfid the 
facility in foe developing area 
of Kiryat Gat, in the N< 
Desert. 


Negev 


Trend at AFM is highly positive 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices 
sprang back at foe Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) last 
week in dipped turnover but 
foe trend in the market is 
highly positive ahead of the 
Oct. 29-31 Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit, AFM dealers 
said Friday. 

They said a 1.5 per cent 
drop in prices in foe previous 
week was largely because of 
shedding by some investors 
who wanted quick liquidity 
and the decline was not in- 
dicative of a depressive mood 


in foe market. 

The weekly report of foe 
AFM said foe official market 
index based on 650 major 
companied closed on 
Wednesday — foe last day of 
trading for foe week — at 
160.5 points, up 2.5 points or 
1.6 per cent, from the week's 
opening of 158 points. 

Volume for foe week was 
JD 4J million, down 15 per 
cent from the previous 
week’s JD 5 3 million, but, as 
one AFM dealer put it, the 
market activity was “very 
healthy.” 

Industrials gained 2.3 per 
cent during foe week on a 
turnover of JD 2.2 million, 
accounting for 48.9 per cent 


of foe volume, followed by 
the banking sector with 2.2 
per cent with a turnover of 
JD 1.5 million, or 20.8 per 
cent. The services sector 
accounted for JD 700,000, or 
15.65 per cent, and gained 
1.2 per cent. 

Insurance stocks were 
down 0.1 per cent on a JD 
100,000 volume. 

The AFM report said 2.8 
million shares changed hands 
under 3.401 contracts con- 
cluded during the week, 
which saw average daily trad- 
ing dropping to JD 900,000 
compared with the previous 
week’s 1.1 million. 

Shares of 91 companies 
were traded during the week, 


with 43 of them dosing with 
gains, 32 losing the 13 re- 
maining stable. 

Brokers said investors 
were involved In last-minute 
efforts to take positions 
ahead of the MENA summit, 
which, many expect, to pro- 
duce progress on realisation 
of multi- million dollar pro- 
jects with local and foreign 
capital. 

“It will not a surprise at all 
to see high turnover and 
prices shooting up this week, 
foe final days of trading be- 
fore the summit,” com- 
mented a broker, who. under 
AFM regulations, cannot be 
identified by name. 
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floating prices is possible . 

THE MINISTRY of Supply announced for the first 
time the possibility of floating prices of products on the 
basic condition that laws protecting the consumer are 
available. He said “If laws are available, it is then possible 
to think of floating prices but without such laws, there is no 
choice for the ministry except to continue fixing prices in 
accordance with foe supply law.” The minister emphasised 
that despite higher costs for rice, sugar and, especially 
wheat, by double the old prices, the government will 
continue to subsidise these foodstuffs and will not reduce 
the subsidy in the 1996 budget (A1 Dustour). 

Sales tax raises prices 

PRICES OF more than 40 products went up at the 
Civil Consumer Corporation as a result of raising the sales 
tax from seven to ten per cent. The corporation's director- 
general said the price increase will not affect available 
products at the corporation’s markets as the sales tax will 
only be imposed on new purchases and imports. 

Trade team to visit West Bank 

☆* A JORDANIAN trade delegation will visit the West 
Bank to enable Jordanian businessmen meet Palestinian 
counterparts 10 discuss possible joint cooperation with 
them. The delegation, initiated by the Jordan Trade 
Association, will be led by Kamal'Oaqish (Al Aswaq). 

Glass factory under revival 

THE MANAGING committee of the Jordan Glass 
Factory, which was closed in 1993, is making contacts with 
local. Arab and foreign investors to relaunch the company 
under a new registration and by acquiring the existing 
facilities which was not operating at more than 10 per cent 
of its capacity in the past. The new founders will be able to 
operate the factory, modernise its facilities and diversify its 
projects. The head of the managing committee said 
samples of Jordanian sand suitable for glass manufacturing 
was sent to many Arab and foreign companies and was 
found to be competitive in quality and prices. The factory 
was closed as a result of technical deficiencies which 
surfaced during production in addition to rising costs and 
administrative negligence which later translated into large 
losses and low-quality output. A committee which investi- 
gated the situation has submitted its findings to the minister 
of finance who referred the report to the prosecutor 
general. No decision on the issue has been reached yet (A! 
Dustour). 

Garbage dumping site under study 

☆☆EIGHTEEN COMPANIES out of 34 which submined 
offers to study building a waste dump site in Russeifa, have 
been qualified for foe second stage which involves match- 
ing the technical and financial offers, presented by these 
companies. The tenders committee at the Municipality of 
Greater Amman is looking at the financial offers of these 
companies in order to select four of them to conduct the 
studies which cost between JD 150,000 to JD 400,000. The 
municipality seeks to building a waste dump site which 
could cost about JD 20 million and will be workiong on 
obtaining the necessary financing for this project which will 
replace the present dumping site (Al Ra’i). 

Wrong policy 

☆☆ THE POLICY of absorbing large numbers of em- 
ployees each year in the civil service is a wrong policy,” 
former Social Development Minister Mohammad Sqour 
says. He indicates that wages of civil servants are basically 
low and small increases in salaries every now and then will 
not present a practical solution to the problem of rising cost 
of living. He points out that civil servants account for 40 per 
cent of foe Kingdom's total workforce and that is an 
imbalance that bloats the public sector and reduces its 
productivity. Dr. Sqour sees the remedy by not burdening 
the state more than its need and to have the private sector 
participate in the development of the country (Al Aswaq). 
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Coulthard takes provisional pole position 


AIDA, Japan (AP) — 
David Coulthard of Britain 
was more than pleased Fri- 
day to grab the provisional 
ition in the first 




qualifier Friday for 
Sunday's Pacific Grand 
Prix, followed by his team- 
mate Damon Hill. 

Coulthard, the winner of 
the Portuguese Grand Prix 
m September, circled the 
3, 703- kilometre T-I circuit 
as he roared his WUliams- 
Renauit in 1 minute, 14.182 
seconds at an average 
speed of 179.704 
kilometres per hour. 

Britain's Hill, desperate 
to win Sunday's race to 
head off — or at least delay 
— archrival Michael Schu- 
macher from clinching the 
season’s title was second at 
1:14.289. Hill, 35, averaged 
die circuit at 179.445 kph. 

Schumacher, who is just 
one fourth-place finish 
away from his second con- 
secutive Formula One 
championship this year, 
was only 0.235 seconds be- 
hind Hill at 1:14.524 in his 
Benetton-Renault. 

“I wasn’t really thinking 
about the pole position,” 
Coulthard told reporters 
after the qualifier Friday. 
“I would have been happy 
with third or better.” 

Coulthard said, however, 
the dusty racetrack slowed 
him down. 

‘This is a fun circuit to 
drive from the qualifying 
point of view, but it's very 
very difficult because it’s 
incredibly dusty out there 
on the track,” he said. 

With seven victories and 
82 points this season, the 

26- year-old German has 
what almost everyone con- 
siders an insurmountable 

27- point lead over Hill, 
who has 55. Coulthard, 
who has collected 43 
points, ranks just behind 
his teammate. 

“I was pretty much on 
the limit and did not feel I 
could improve my time 
very much, if at all, to- 
wards the end of the ses- 
sion,” Schumacher said. 
“We win have to go away 
and study the data and sort 
the car out for tomorrow.” 
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David Coulthard of Great Britain steers 
his Williams on his way to setting the 
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Parmander win race Eriksson, 

n<*xt vear. 1 want I 


BEUING (R) — Swede Ken- 
neth Eriksson won the Hong 
Kong-Beijing motor rally on 
Friday and wjth it the Asia- 
Pacific Rally Championship. 

In a Mitsubishi Lancer. 
Eriksson and co-driver Staf- 
fan Parmander, also of 
Sweden, clinched the victory 
in a final morning stage at the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 
imperial tombs outside the 
Chinese capital, then drove 
into Beijing's huge central 
Tiananmen Square for the 
awards presentation. 

“It feels fantastic.” said 
Eriksson. T have wanted this 
victory for three years. We 
worked hard as a team and 
did a professional job. We 
learnt a lot from last year." 

According to provisional 
final results, he finished in 
4:59.28, ahead of second- 
placed Finn Ari Vatanen and 
Italian Fabrizia Pons, also in 
a Mitsubishi, in 4:40.04 and 
third-placed Britons Richard 
Bums and Robert Reid in a 
Subaru 555 Impreza in 
4:42.42. 

With the victory, Eriksson 
clinched the championship ti- 
tle regardless of the result jof 
the final event of the six- 
round series, Thailand in De- 
cember. 

Of the 44 cars which set out 
on Oct. 14 from Hong Kong. 
27 finished the race. The 
distance between Hong Kong 
and Beijing is 3.700 km. 

Officials said thousands of 


for the Pacific Grand Prix in Aida, Japan. 
Coulthard set the fastest time of one 
minute 14.182 seconds (Renters photo) 


For Hill, who has only 
three victories for 
Willi ams-Renault this year, 
the only chance is to win all 
three remaining races: Sun- 
day's Pacific Grand Prix, 
□ext Sunday’s Japanese 
Grand Prix in Suzuka and 
the Nov. 12 Australian 
Grand Prix. 

He also has to hope 
Schumacher earns no more 
than two points in those 
three races, the equivalent 
of one fifth-place or two 
six-place finishes. 

Hill, who hasn't given up 
hope, aggressively repe- 
ated attempts to better his 
lap time over Schumacher, 


who marked the faster time 
earlier in the session Fri- 
day. 

The result. Hill said, was 
good. 

“We must maintain that 
for tomorrow,” Hill said. 
But Hill said the car has to 
be adjusted to the slippery 
track, which he said was 
“like the beach.” 

Japan's unprecedented 
situation of hosting two 
Formula One races in two 
consecutive weeks came 
about after the Pacific 
Grand Prix had to be 
moved from its original 
April date because the Jan. 
17 Kobe earthquake dam- 


Job Vacancy 
Assistant to Director 

A Long established company operating in Jordan has a 
vacancy for a female assistant to the director with the 
following qualifications: 

- Jordanian national with an excellent command of English. 

- University graduate with a major in business administration 
and / or related subjects. 

- Extensive computer training and adequate related 
experience. 

- Extensive job related experience. 

- Age group 28 to 35 years old. 

- previous experience with international organisation 
is an asset 

- Employment to start November 1995. 

C.V. and all certificates to be sent to P.O. Box 851454 
■Swefieh - Amman 11185 - Jordan. 
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aged local transportation 
systems. 

After Friday’s first qual- 
ifying session, there will be 
another qualifier Saturday 
to determine the pole posi- 
tion for Sunday's race. A 
driver's faster lap from the 
two qualifying runs will de- 
termine Sunday's starting 
grid. 

The T-I circuit on which 
the 83-lap race is being run 
has been the site of 
motorcycle and automobile 
races since 1991 and re- 
ceived sanction by the In- 
ternational Automobile 
Federation last year. 

The only shorter track on 
the Grand Prix circuit is 
Monaco’s 3.328-kilometre 
temporary road course. 

Jan Magnussen of De- 
nmark, a test driver for 
McLaren-Mercedes. 
finished 11th at 1:16.339 as 
he drove in place of Finnish 
driver Mika Hakkinen who 
misses Sunday's race after 
having an appendectomy. 


HAPPY NEWS FOR THE BOOK LOVERS 

ExhibiSon -cum- sale of Indian books at Diamond Hall Yarmouk 
University. Irbid. From Saturday, Oct. 21 to Wednesday, Oct 
25, 1 995. Daily from 9 ajn. to 5 p.m. 

A wide range of latest publications on all the subjects. 

You are cordially invited. 

Organised by UBS Publishers Distributors LTD 

New Delhi ( India) 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe, furnished or unfurnished building 
suitable for embassy, diplomatic mission or 
big companies. Located in A1 Rabia in a very 
beautiful area. 

Tel: 836700 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

Renault 25 GTf, model 1988, manual- 
gear, full options ( A.C., radio, etc. ). 

Asking JD 2,000. 

For more information please contact 
Tel. 644428 before 1 p.m. 
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Visit our booth at- 

Middle East Technology Show ( METS 95 ) 
From 18/10-22/10/1995 
at Amman International Motor Show 


Tla' , Gardens Si reel ; Yet lit rib Com. Sldg. 

l\d. G& < O il 7b/,r. 0020- 002400 mma)i -Jordan 


Chinese watched the nice en 
route and that there were no 
accidents, except for the 
deaths of a few chickens. 

Moments after his victory. 
Eriksson said he was con- 
sidering a switch to another 
team, adding he could make 
an announcement next week. 

Eriksson said he was con- 
sidering a move to Subaru or 
another team, because he 
wanted a shot at the World 
Championship. 

“It looks like maybe Mitsu- 
bishi will only concentrate on 
the Asia-Pacific Cham- 


pionship next year. 1 want to 
do that plus the World Cham- 
pionship. 1 think I have a fair 
chance of the World Cham- 
nionship." the driver said. 

-It's Mirt of hke gambling. 
It's hard to leave in a way, 
because you know what you 
have, but m other ways if you 
(cave, you get a new kick, a 
new spirit.” he said. 

Eriksson has been with 
Mitsubishi for the last six 
years, but his current con- 
tract with the Japanese auto 
giant expires at the end of 
this war. 
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Opening lead: Five of + 

What «ras contract bridge like in 
its formative yean? Recently we 
came across this deal, described by 
one Frank Walker under the title 
The Surprise Attack, published in 
1934. We quote verbatim: 

“A surprise attack of inspired 
conception was made by the West 
defender in ■ recent duplicate 
game. His reasoning was flawless 
and while the criticism might be 
advanced that such a hand comes 


up but once in the proverbial blue 
moon, when it doce one* it spell* 
the difference between victory 
defeat. 

■West decided that no normal 
opening lead would make a dent in 
the preponderance of honor-mess 
and distributional values held by 
his opponents. If South s dub val- 
ues were solid, the grand slim 
would probably bo a lay down. Bat, 
and the scheme began to formula t*, 
ff East held a dub honor, lbs unim- 
portant -looking knave in his own 
hand might attain some atpufl- 
cance after all. Whereupon he Ud 
the five of dubs. East went up with 
the queen, and South won with th* 

■Ensued five rounds of spades, 
two of hearts and three of dial 
moods, and South found himself in 
dummy after the lllh trick, with 
two clubs in dummy and lbs king 
and ten in his own hand. 

“The opening lead had plainly 
placed East with the queen, knave 
and the deuce of dubs (when East 
followed with the deuce to trek 12) 
and declarer finessed the u» with 
all confidence. West won with ths 
knave and cashed a di amond tor a 
set of two. 

“It is interesting to speculate 
what would bave happened had 
East thrown away that vita] deuce 
of clubs while in tbe throes of dis- 
carding.* 


FOR RENT 

Two new apartments consisting^ 3 bedrooms, 
living room, sitting and dining room, kitchen, two 
bathrooms, verandas. 

Location: Near Ai Aswaq newspaper ( old offices ) 
and Jerusalem Hotel. 

For more information call 682227 Mr. Mousa after 2 pjrt. 




FOR RENT 


1) Location : 7th Circle 

Furnished apartment, two bedrooms, sitting 
dining and reception, two bathrooms, and 
. new kitchen, private car parking and garden . 

2) Location : Dair Ghbar / Swaifeia 
Furnished apartment, two bedrdome, 
sitting and dining room, two bathrooms and 
new kitchen, nice garden. 


Interested : Call Tel 816421 



ADVERTISEMENT 


The faculty of arts at Yarmouk University in Irbid - 
Jordan, invites applicants in English literature or 
American literature. Applicants should have Ph.D. 
Please send resumes, transcripts, certificates, to 
the following address not later than October 25. 
1995.* 

Yarmouk University 
Department of Personnel 
Faculty Staff Affairs Division 
Irbid - Jordan 
P.O. Box 566 
Fax: (02) 247817 


Bawadi 

QUEEN ALIA FUND 
For Social Development 

invites you to 

A RUG & CERAMIC Exhibition 

Thursday, Oct. 19 - Sunday, Oct. 22 
10:00 a.m. till 9:00 p.m. 

At the Nabatean Entrance Hall 
AMRA HOTEL 

Some items are on sale 30%-75% 

Tel: 825241-2 



CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 


Charles Bronson 
in 

Death Wish “5 M 


Shows : 1230, 330. 5.-00, 630. 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwartzeneger..in 

Conan The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:T5, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Suraaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


« 


Presents 

Peace Oh Peaces 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155. 
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JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1995 


PARIS (AFP) — Plucky Cel- 
tic limited the damage when 
they restricted French oppo-' 
nents Paris St. Germain to a 
single grfal in the away leg of 
their European Cup winners 
Cup second-round clash here 
Thursday. 

• But last season’s UEFA 
Cup winners Parma crashed 
to a shock 3-0 defeat in their 
away clash to unfancied 
Halmstad of Sweden. In 
Thursday’s other matches, 
English side Everton pro- 
duced their best performance 
of the season but failed to 
turn territorial domination 
into goals and had to be 
satisifed with a 0-0 draw 
against Dutch opponents 
Feyenoord. 

_ And last season’s competi- 
tion winners Zaragoza 
snatched a bad-tempered 2-1 
borne win over Belgium's FC 
Bruges — both rides having a 
.player sent ofF on a night 
when the referee showed ten 
yellow cards. 

Only some spectacular and 
desperate saves by Celtic 
goalkeeper Gordon Marshall 
prevented Paris Sl Germain 
from running up a big score 
at the Pare des Princes. 

The Scottish defence came 
under non-stop pressure in 
the second-half but they were 
only beaten once — Youri 
Djorkaeff firing home the 
home winner from close 
range fourteen minutes from 
the final whistle. 

Paris started brightly with 
both Laurent Fournier and 
Patrice Loko looking danger- 
ous in early raids, but they 


Plucky Celtic limit damage while Parma crash to Halmstad 


missed a golden opport uni ty 
to go dear after half an hour 
when Brazilian playmaker 
Rai, unmarked in the area 
and only six yards out, 
scooped Jose Cohos' pass 
over the bar. 

Five minutes later Djor- 
kaeff got the better of Tom 
Boyd and slipped the ball 
inside to Fournier, but the 
Frenchman mis-hit his first 
effort and then coded his 
second wide. 

Ironically the best chance 
of the half came at the other 
end — Dutchman Pierre van 
Hooydonk heading wide with 
only goalkeeper Bernard 
Lama to beat. 

Simon Donnelly, who was 
not expec t ed to play, came 
on as substitute with 20 mi- 
nutes to go, but Celtic’s for- 
tunes dived- 

Djokaeff, denied minutes 
earlier by a 25-yard shot 
which beat Marshall but hit 
the post, got his revenge. 

Stephane Mahe sent a long 
ball down the left wing, 
Guerin got the better of Radi 
Vata and crossed in from the 
left. Marshall had no chance 
as Djorkaeff slotted home bis 
third goal in European com- 
petition. 

PSG substitute Pascal 
Nouma should have made it 
2-0 in 81st minute but bal- 
loned the ball over the bar 
from only four yards oat. 

After the match Van 
Hooydonk admitted 
“obviously we are dis- 
appointed at conceding a late 
goal. “We didn’t create 
enough chances — only my 


header in the first half. But I 
thought our defence played 
particularly well and we still 
have a good chance in the 
second-leg.” 

Iceland’s striker NikJas 
Gndmundsson upset Parma’ 
with two goals in the first half 
an hour in Gothenburg. And 
Robert Andeisson mule the 
task of the 1993 Cup Winners 
Cup were even more difficult 
in the return in Italy in a 
fortnight's time, by scoring a 
third for the Swedes late in 
die second-half. 

Everton looked sharp and 
produced plenty of enterprise 
and determination in front of 
their fans at Goodison Park 
but they faijed to 'score the 
all-important goals against 
Feyenoord and they must 
now travel to Rotterdam 
hoping to repeat their 1985 
glory nigfat there when they 
beat Austria Vienna to win 
the competition. Manager 
Joe Ryle, deprived of six first 
choice players, fined up Earl 
Barrett, Craig Short and 
Gary Ablett in a triple 
centre-back formation with 
David Unsworth and Matth- 
ew Jackson employed as 
radkiing wing backs. 

This, with Vumy Sam ways’ 
return to midfield, made 
Everton a threatening force 
— yet at the end of die 
evening Everton still owed 
much to veteran goalkeeper 
Neville Southall who pulled 
off four brilliant saves from 
Michael Obiku, Giovanni 
van Bronckhoist, Rob WHs- 
chge and Rob Maas to deny 
Feneoord a smash-and-grab 


wm. 

Most of Everton’s best 
attacks came down as the left 
flank where Anders Lnnpar 
and the charging Unsworth 
were always willing to run at 
the Feyenoord defence. 

And from Limpar’s best 
cross m the 48th minute, 
Sam ways dosed in unmarked 
on the far post but was not 
tall enough to connect with 
the ball. 

Everton dealt splendidly 
with the threat of Ronald 
Koe man's free kicks, conced- 
ing only one in shooting 
range which was planted high 
into the stand by the former 
Dutch international. 

With two minutes left ride- 
out came desperately dose to 
snatching victory for an Ever- 
ton side undefeated in 11 
European ties since being 
-ousted from the UEFA Cup 
by Feyenoord in 1979. The 
striker hurled himself for- 
ward to meet substitute 
Stuart Barlow’s cross — but. 
his header went just over the 
bar. 

Two of the three goals in 
Real Zaragoza’s 2-1 win over 
Bruges came from the spot — 
hardly surprising in a match 
constantly robbed of rbythm 
by niggling fouls. 

Aragon slotted home a first 
penalty after 28 minutes 
while Staelens also scored the 
Bruges goal with a spot kick 
mid-way through the second- 
half. 

The other Zaragoza goal, 
also hi the first-half, came 
from Dani after 33 minutes. 

Bruges bad Renier sent off 
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Ford Taurus Sedan, a fully remodelled version of 
Ford Taurus will be on display at the Tokyo Motor 
Show which will be open from October 28. The new 


Fast ground 

maybe 

against 

Always 

Earnest 

PARIS (R) — Connections 
of French trained Always 
Earnest are worried by the 
expected fast ground as the 
seven-year-old attempts to go 
one belter in the Group One 
Prix Royal-Oak (French St. 
Leger) over three kilometres 
on Sunday. 

} In last year’s race Always 
Earnest was touched off by 
English raider Moonax, but 
* he gained his revenge when 
getting the better of his rival 
by a short head in the Group 
One Prix du Cadran last 

month. 

He even survived an 
attempted bite by Moonax, 
hot it was a fine performance 
as Always Earnest had been 
plagued by problems daring 
the summer and hadn't raced 
since May. 

Moonax will be an absen- 
tee on Sunday, but Richard 
Hannon’s Assessor will be 
cot to emulate his 1992 suc- 
cess which was achieved at 
long odds. He made a fine 
British return when beating 
aH bar Further Flight in the 
Group Three Jockey Club 
Cap ' at Newmarket three 

weeks ago. 

Eight go to post and this 
quality field includes the 
Coronation Cup hero. Sun- 
shack, who hasn’t raced since 
bis fifth to stableroate, Car- 
negie, in another Group One 
event, the Grand Prix de 
. Saint-Cloud in July, 
f Sunshack is a fell brother 
to the 1993 winner. Rain trap, 
and his trainer, Andre Fabre, 
has gone on record as saying 
that lie is fit and well after a 
break, adding that the dis- 
tance shouldn’t prove a prob- 
lem. 


Taunts, powered V6 3-litre engine, right-hand-drive 
model developed for the Japanese market is to be 
launched next spring (Renters photo) 



A s ump tuous spread of famous 
"Middle Eastern cuisines. 

The serenading songs of our Oud players. 
It's pure enchantment. 


At Al-Mansaf Restaurant 

Every Saturday from 7.30 pm until 1 1 :30 pm. 


AMMAN. 
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Everton’s Barry Horne (left) polls down Feyenoord’s Henrik Larsson during their European Cup Winners 
Cup match at Goodison Park (Reuters photo) 


for a second yellow card after 
61 minutes and Zaragoza’s 
Nayhn followed him for an 
early shower nine minutes 
later when he too earned a 
second booking. 

The other players to be 


show a yellow card were 
Solana (12), Aragon (53), 
Ca ceres (63), Poyet (72) and 
Belsue (73) for Zaragoza 
while Van Dcr Elst (27) was 
booked for Bruges. 

In the night’s other match- 


es Germany’s Borussia 
Moenchengladbach ran up an 
impressive 4-1 home win over 
Aek Athens while Deportivo 
la Coruna came away from 
Turkey 1-0 winners over 
Trabzonspor. 


TWo goals in the first 25 
minutes wer enough to give 
Sporting Lisbon a 2-0 home 
win over Rapid Vienna while 
Dynamo Moscow defeated 
visiting Haradec Kralove of 
the Czech Republic 1-0. 



Scottish champions look to Gazza 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Ran- 
gers hope to recall En glish 
star Paul Gascoigne on Satur- 
day to help repair team 
morale after Wednesday’s 4-1 
thrashing by Juventus in 
Turin. 

• Manager Walter Smith is 
hopeful Gascoigne, out for 
three games with a thigh 
strain, will be fit to return 
against Hearts at Ibrax. 

The Scottish champions, 
badly in need of a lift after 
their Italian nightmare, bring 
back former Hearts defender 
Alan McLaren after being 
suspended for the European 
champions’ league wmi* 

But there is stifi no likeli- 
hood of Danish star Brian 
Landrup, Charlie KfiQer, Ian 
F er gu so n or Trevor Steven 


retaining. 

Landrup, who hardly mis- 
sed a game last season when 
be won the Scottish player of 
the year double, is out of 
another three weeks with his 
ankle problem. 

Hearts manager Jim Jeffer- 
ie will go to Ibrox lifted by 
last week’s 4-2 win over Raith 
following a poor run of form. 

But he has fitness doubt’s 
over Alan Lawrence (Ham- 
string) and Dave McPherson 


Celtic, spirits high after 
Thursday’s impre ss i ve Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup per- 
formance in Paris which en- 
ded in a single goal defeat, go 
to Kilmarnock who have 
striker Tom Brown doubtful 
and Ally Mitchell suspended. 


Hibernian entertain 
Motherwell at Easter Road in 
a repeat of last season’s Scot- 
tish Cup meeting. 

Hibs’ manager Alex Miller 
most rely on the players who 
drew 2-2 at Celtic last 
weekend with six long-term 
injury victims still out - Gra- 
ham Mitchell, Joe Tortolano, 
Andy Millen, Willie Miller, 
David Farrell and Mickey 
Weir. 

Bottom dub Falkirk travel 
to Stark’s Park to face Ruth 
knowing they have only 
chance left to claim a first win 
in the opening quarter of the 
Scottish league premier divi- 
sion programme. 

But BrockviUe manager 
John Lambic has a couple of 
injury worries for the trip to 


Kirkcaldy. 

Midfielder Derek Fergu- 
son has ankle ligament dun- 
age and looks very doubtful 
while John Clark has been 
suffering from a calf strain 
but made a reserve team 
comeback in midweek. 

Aberdeen are at home to 
Murdo MacLeod's Partick as 
they seek a pick-me-up after 
defeats by Rangers and 
Motherwell before Tuesday’s 
Coca-Cola cup semi-final 
against the champions at 
Hampden. 

Scotland striker Duncan 
Shearer cquld make his first 
start of the season for the 
Dons with Scott Booth 
doubtfnl due to a groin 
strain. 



A personal video 
for every person. 




%es4 Uou*! Coivvye*' 1 


Amman-Pubai Departs: Saturdays & Tuesdays at 19:15 Arrives at 00:15 

Departs: Thursdays at 17:15 Arrives at 00:15 

Dubal-Amman Departs: Saturdays & Tuesdays at 14:45 Arrives at 18:15 

— ~ Departs^ Thursdays at 14:45 Arrives at 16:15 


Emirates 

THE FINEST IN THE SKY 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON 643341/7 
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Claes resigns as NATO 
chief, pleads innocence 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
■Willy Claes on Friday step- 
ped down as North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) secretary-general 
with a sense of regret widely 
shared by colleagues, but 
maintained his innocence in 
the face of pending corrup- 
tion charges. 

Hie expected resignation 
came the day after the Bel- 
gian parliament lifted bis ixn- 
m unity from prosecution as a 
former government minister. 

“The interests of this great 
alliance, its credibility and its 
efficiency have always come 
first with me,” he told a news 
conference at NATO head- 
quarters in Brussels. 

“X have therefore con- 
cluded that die interests of 
file alliance are best served 
by my taking this coarse ob 
action" Mr. Claes said, 
adding that he did so “with 
much regret." 

But he protested his “total 
innocence'’ of the charges 
levelled at him and said that 
the conditions in which be 
had to defend himself against 
them were “unworthy of a 
modem state.” 

Earlier he had told ambas- 
sadors from the 16 NATO 


members of his decision and 
then had a final lunch with 
them. 

‘They received the news 
with profound regret and ex- 
pressed their personal sym- 
pathy that he had found it 
necessary to take fins deci- 
sion,” a NATO statement 
said. 

“They also expressed their 
profound gratitude for his 
leadership and for the major 
contribution which be made 
to the work of the alliance 
dining his year in office, 
which has been a momentous 
one for NATO." 

The resignation of Mr. 
Claes, an economic minister 
in the Belgian government in 
the 1980s, was regarded as 
inevitable after 97 of the par- 
liament’s 150 members voted 
to lift his immunity. He faces 
possible charges in a scandal 
centering on bribes paid by 
Italy’s Agusta company to 
win a contract to sell helicop- 
ters to the Belgian military. 

The voting Thursday night 
by secret ballot came after 
Mr. Claes went before parlia- 
ment one last time mid in 
llth-hour bid to plead his 
innocence and also try to save 
his job as political bead of the 


world’s most powerful milit- 
ary alliance. 

The accusations had dog- 
ged the 56-year-old Qaes at a 
crucial time for NATO as it 
faces further involvement in 
former Yugoslavia and Rus- 
sian opposition to plans to 
expand mto Eastern Europe. 

With NATO urgently pre- 
paring the biggest operation 
of its history — policing a 
hoped-for peace agreement 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina — the 
allies will move quickly on his 
successor. The ambassadors 
are to start consultations next 
week. 

Among the front-runneis 
are former Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers and 
former Danish Foreign 
Minister Uffe Elleraann- 
Jensen. In the interim the job 
will be done by Deputy 
Secretary-General Sergio 
Balanzino of Italy. 

European Commissioner 
Hans van Den Brgek, a for- 
mer Dutch foreign minister, 
said be was not a candidate to 
replace Mr. Qaes. 

He said he wanted to stay 
on as European commission- 
er responsible for external 
affairs and the ELTs eastward 
enlargement. 


NAM adopts united stand for 
U.N. reforms and debt relief 


CARTAGENA, Colombia 
(AIT) — The majority of the 
world’s countries in the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM) 
embraced a d eve I opin g-world 
plan of action Friday sweep- 
ing U.N. reform and relief, 
from onerous foreign debt. 

Capping their 11th summit. 
NAM leaders gave the nod to 
a thick declaration also expli- 
citly condemning the U.S. 
economic embargo on Cuba, 
and urging nuclear disarma- 
ment and a new peace pact 
on llie Korean peninsula. 

“With file’ non-aligned at 
its heart, the United Nations 
can at last serve the peoples 
of file world as they must be 
served," U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali told 
reform-minded NAM leaders 
Wednesday. 

•‘'•With the U.N.'s 50th 
anniversary events set for 
next week in New York, re- 
forming the most powerful 
U.N. decision-making body 


in their favour topped the 
NAM wish list. 

NAM members make up 
almost two thirds of all the 
world’s countries, with a 
majority in the General 
Assembly. 

But must resent the fact 
they only hold some of the 10 
rotating council seats, with 
the veto power of permanent 
members — Britain, France, 
the United States, Russia and 
China — often overriding 
their will. 

Colombian President 
Ernesto Samper, who took 
the reins of the NAM 
Wednesday in this Caribbean 
resort city, said: “What the 
developing countries expect 
of this reform is that the U.N. 
represent todays world. 

"It is our intention to 
democratise the mechanisms 
and procedures of the United 
Nations." 

The NAM issued a joint 
call for a stronger NAM pre- 


sence on an enlarged U.N. 
Security Council, a more 
powerful General Assembly 
and restricted U.N. 
peacekeeping efforts with 
more money for fighting 
world poverty. 

NAM countries weighed in 
against veto power on the 
Security Council committing 
“themselves to actively 
promote its curtailment with 
a view to its elimination," the 
statement said. 

Cuban President Fidel Cas- 
tro suggested earmarking two 
additional seats on an ex- 
panded Security Council for 
Latin America, two for Afri- 
ca, and two more for Asia 
(see page 5). 

“United, we are a force. 
United, our voice cannot be 
ignored,” said Mr. Castro, 
dad to a post-cold war busi- 
ness suit for his addrpss in- 
stead of his usual military 
uniform. “No one else must 
speak for us.” 


STRANDED: Palestinians 
M car-ferry anchored off the 


lied from Libya and stranded on board the Countess 
M car-terry anchored oft the Cyprus port of Lamaca v 
ship was expected at Lamaca early Saturday pick up 
Countess and ferry them to Syria (see page one) (AFP 


aca wave to passing boats. A Syrian 
up over 550 of the 650 aboard the 
photo) 


Passport extension solves some 
questions, but others remain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A recent- 
controversy over Jordanian 
passports held by West Bank 
Palestinians seems to be 
heading for resolution after 
the Ministry of Interior 
issued new regulations grant- 
ing West Bankets five-year 
passports. 

According to a report in 
the Friday edition of Al Ra’i, 
the regulations allow West 
Bank residents who were liv- 
ing in Jordan before the 
Kingdom’s 1988 .decision to 
sever legal and administrative 
ties with the West Bank to 
obtain permanent five-year 
passports. 

It also allows Palestinians 
living in the West Bank to 
apply for five-year passports 
provided they were residing 
there between 1949-1954. 

The regulations also allow 
Western Bankers holding 
temporary two-year pass- 
ports to obtain five-year pass- 
ports. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad said Wednesday 
that the passport holders 
should retain the green and 
How cards issued to them 
iy authorities at the bridges. 

The green cards are issued 


5 


to those who live on the West 
Bank and the yellow ones are 
issned to those living on the 
East Bank who have acquired 
permits from Israel to lrve on 
the West Bank through fami- 
ly reunion plans. 

Informed sources said 
these regulations have no 
bearing on the Kingdom's de- 
cision to sever ties with the 
West Bank which considers 
as Palestinians all residents of 
the West Bank before July 
31, 198S and employees of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

The sources said these reg- 
ulations will be followed by 
other explanations regarding 
the right of West Bankers to 
obtain family registration 
books, driving licences and 
food rationing cards. 

However, a number of 
questions remain to be 
answered. 

According to Ai Dustour 
Arabic daily, the questions 
include the’ West Bankers’ 
rights to obtain family reg- 
istration books, join govern- 
ment schools, get employ- 
ment at government depart- 
ments or start a business in 
the Kingdom. 


In an interview with Al 
Dustour, Assistant Director 
of the Civil Registration De- 
partment Ibrahim Shaaban 
said West Bankers who will 
obtain permanent passports 
are not entitled to applying 
for family registration books. 

Mr. Shaaban noted that 
file regulations only deal with 
fire question of passports. 

Director of Employment af 
the Employment Bureau 
Abd Qassem said his depart- 
ment did not thus far receive 
any instructions on the em- 
ployment of West Bankers, 
adding that the Ministry of 
Interior was still studying the 
issue, 

“We only employ Jorda- 
nian nationals in government 
departments,” he asserted, 
adding that job applicants 
were usually requested to 
present family registration 
books rather than passports 
as a proof of citizenship. 

Assistant Director General 
of the Passports Department 
Mohammad Khambsheh said 
his department had not also 
received any written instruc- 
tions to convert fixe two-year 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S., France and Britain accept S.Pacific nuclear-free zone 


UNITED NATIONS 
des) — The United States, 
France, and Britain con- 
firmed Friday they will recog- 
nise a nuclear-free zone in 
the South Pacific as soon as 
file French complete their 
current tests in the region. 

A joint statement by the 
three governments, released 
here, said they would sign 
three protocols of the 1985 
Rarotonga Treaty, which 
established a nuclear free 
zone, in the first half of 1996. 

The statement said the 
move would “contribute to 
international peace and 


security” throughout the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

The decision to sign the 
protocols appeared aimed at 
defusing widespread anger in 
the Asia-Pacinc region over 
France’s resumption of 
underground nudear tests in 
the Mururoa atoll of French 
Polynesia. 

Britain maintained silence 
over the French testing, and 
British Prune Minister John 
Major is expected to face 
criticism on the issue at the 
Commonwealth beads of gov : 
eminent meeting in Auck- 
land, New Zealand next 


month. 

AH five declared nuclear 
powers — the United States, 
France. Britain, China and 
Russia — have pledged to 
sign a comprehensive test ban 
treaty by the end of 1996. 
Russia and China have 
already signed the South 
Pacific protocols. 

The 1985 accord is signed 
by the 16 members of the* 
South Pacific Forum. The sig- 
natories have for several 
years been pressing the three 
western nudear powers with 
interests in the region to sign 


the treaty. 

The South Pacific Forum 
recently cut off France’s di- 
alogue status as a result of the 
resumption of testing by 
President Jacques Chirac fol- 
lowing a three-year morator- 
ium. 

France, which has already 
conducted two tests, plans to 
.continue with^a half-dozen 
more through May next year. 

The governments of 
France, Britain and the Un- 
ited States “consider that 
zones internationally recog- 
nised as being free of nuclear 


weapons, based on negotia- 
tions between the govern- 
ments of the region, can con- 
tribute to international peace 
and security," the statement 
said. 

The 1995 nuclear non- 
proliferation Treaty “recog- 
nised and encouraged the 
creations of such zones," it 
said. 

The Foreign Office said in 
London, Britain's commit- 
ment, along with France and 
the United States, to sign the 
Rarotonga Treaty reflects 
London’s wish ro answer 


wide concern over nudear 
testing. 

The decision “allows us to 
advance our position by send- 
ing the strongest possible sig- 
nal of support for a nudear 
weapons free zone in the 
South Pacific,” it said in a 
statement.” 

“The decision also reflects 
our wish to respond in a 
practical way to the concerns 
of those in the region and 
elsewhere about nuclear test- 
ing. It confirms our belief 
that an end to nuclear testing 
is in sight,” said the state- 
ment. 


Swedish court rejects French quest 
for extradition of Algerian suspect 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
The Swedish Supreme Court 
refused Friday to approve the 
extradition to France of 
Algerian Abdul Karim De- 
neebe suspected of being in- 
volved in a bomb attack in 
Paris. 

The attack July 25 in a 
metro in Paris killed seven 
and was the first of eight 
attacks in France blamed on 
Algerian Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

The court said the interna- 
tional arrest warrant issued 
by France — on which the 
extradition request is based 
— is “marred by an obvious 
error.” 

It said sufficient proof ex- 
isted to corroborate De- 
nechc's claim that he was in 
Stockholm the afternoon of 
July 25. 

The court's decision cannot 
be overruled by the Swedish 
government. 

Arrested on Aug. 21, the 
39 year-old Algerian is still in 
detention in Stockholm, 
under a special law on sur- 
veillance of foreigners, await- 
ing a government derision on 
his expulsion from Sweden, 
requested by the Swedish sec- 
ret police. 

• In Paris, a spokesman for 
the French justice ministry 
said it had “taken note” of 
the Swedish decision. “The 
ministry has no other com- 
ment to make at the mo- 
ment,” he said. 

In its five-page judgement, 
the Swedish court noted that 
it was not “particularly un- 
usual” the Denecfae “hesi- 


tated" when asked to account 
for his movements on' July 25, 
as the first interrogation took 
place nearly a month later, 
on Aug. 21. 

Prosecutor Klas Bergen- 
strand, who favoured extradi- 
tion, described Denecfae’s ali- 
bis for July 25 as vague, 
especially his alleged visits to 
a social security office and a 
suburban post office to de- 
posit money. 

But the court ruled that a 
receipt for Deneche’s postal 
deposit bore an authentic 
signature, verified by a cri- 
minal laboratory, and that 
there was no “sufficient 
reason to suspect that the 
signature was counterfeit.” 

Both France and Sweden 
are signatories to the 1957 
European Convention on Ex- 
tradition. 

A French policeman, the 
main witness in the July 25 
attack, said he recogmsed 
Deneche from a photo as one 
of the three individuals who 
he said were behaving suspi- 
ciously shortly before the 
blast. 

Deneche, who has been 
living in Sweden since the 
early 1990s, is suspected by 
French investigators of being 
a European-based leader of 
Algeria’s ultra-radical Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA), which 
opposes the military-backed 
regime in Algiers. 

Meanwhile, French offi- 
cials said they would never 
negotiate an end to the 
bombing wave in France and 
insisted it is their duty to 
continue economic aid to 


Algeria. 

• “My reaction is to never, 
never, never negotiate with 
terrorists,” Interior Minister 
Jean-Louis Debre said on 
French televirion Thursday 
■ Appearing on the same 
programme. Foreign Minis- 
ter Herve de Chare tie said it 
was France's “duty” to con- 
tinue aid to Algeria, where 
the militants are waging a 
316-year-old insurgency 
against the military- installed 
government. 

Earlier this week an 
Arabic- language newspaper 
published in London, Al 
Sharq Al Awsat, printed 
what it said was a GIA state- 
ment demanding that France 
halt aid to Algeria and that it 
‘ break off diplomatic relations 
with Algeria. 

The GIA also demanded 
that President Qiirac cancel a 
scheduled meeting with Alge- 
rian Preisdent Liamine 
Zeroua! in New York next 
week and that Paris condemn 
the scheduled Nov. 16 pres- 
idential election, which Mr. 
Zeroual is expected to win. 

“If we were to brutally 
interrupt this aid, we would 
cut off provirions to the Alge- 
rian people/’ Mr. De 
Charettesaid. 

Mr. De Charette repeated 
France’s position that file 
meeting between Mr. Chirac 
and Mr. Zeroual was not an 
indication of France's sup- 
- port for Mir. Zerooal’s pres- 
idential candidacy, saying 
that a “dialogue between two 
heads of state is a normal part 
of dally international life.” 


Turkish party leaders agree 
on details of coalition deal 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller’s True Path (DYP), 
party and the Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) of De- 
niz Baykal said Friday they 
bad reached agreement on 
the basic principles for a 
coalition pact. 

The announcement came 
after a meeting of a sub- 
committee set up Thursday to 
form a new coalition. 

Turkey’s government has 
been embroiled in crisis since 
Ms. Oiler’s government was 
toppled by a no-confidence 
vote in parliament on Sun- 
day. The crisis dates back to 
September 20, when Ms. Oi- 
ler resigned after a coalition 
with Mr. Baykal's left- 
leaning CHP collapsed and 
she was forced to opt for a 
minority government. 

Ms. Ciller and Mr. Baykal 
are now seeking to renew, 
that same earlier coalition. 

A draff agreement will be 
drawn up and submitted to 
the sub-committee on Satur- 
day at 0900 GMT, said Cos- 
kuo Kirca, DYP member and 
foreign minister. 

The pact pledges to im- 
prove the human rights situa- 
tion in Turkey, modify article 
8 of the anri-rerrorcrt law, 
which restricts freedom of 
expression, to bring it into 
line with the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, 
Mr. Kirca said. 

Another DYP-CHP sub- 
committee agreed Thursday 
night on modifications to the 
electoral code, as well as 





early legislative elections on 
Dec. 24 or in the first two 
weeks of January 3996. Polls 
were originally slated for au- 
tumn 1996. 

On Friday, Mr. Baykal left 
Brussels for Bonn where he 
will meer leaders of the 
opposition Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), and was doe 
back later Friday in Ankara 
where he was to meet Ms. 
Ciller. 

An official announcement 
on the new government was 
expected Friday night, or 
Saturday or Tuesday. 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel is due to leave 
Ankara Saturday for New 
York to attend celebrations 
of file 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations, before re- 
turning to Turkey on Oct. 24. 

Scores of people have been 
jailed under article 8 of Tur- 
key’s anti-terror law for writ- 
ings and speeches mainly re- 


lated to Ankara’s treatment 
of an 11-year Kurdish in- 
surgency in the southeast, in 
which more than 18,000 peo- 
ple have died. 

The European Parliament 
wants the article scrapped or 
amended in exchange for 
approving a customs union 
deal between Ankara and the 
European Union (EU) by the 
end of the year. 

After months of fruitless 
demands for wide democratic 
changes, European diplomats 
and Turkish commentators 
say the European Parliament 
will make do just with 
changes to article 8. 

“The general impression is 
that if only a comma is 
changed in article 8, customs 
union will be approved,” 
wrote columnist Taha Akyol 
in Mfiliyet daily. “So without 1 

further ado parliament 

must ‘change the comma’ in 
the next two months.” 

The new coalition will also 
be mindfull that customs un- 
ion approval is likely to affect 
the voters in early general 
elections. 

Public workers, whose 
month-long strike helped 
sink a minority government 
Ms. Ciller tried to put 
together this month, say the 
right-left alliance could solve 
the pay dispute. 

“With the CHP, we believe 
there will be a solution before 
a confidence vote for the new 
government next week." Yil- 
dirim Koc, a top official at 
labour confederation Turk- 
IS, told Reuters. 


Jordan, 
Israel 
agree on 
signing 
accords 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel agreed to sigh a trade 
agreement on Tuesday and 
an accord on transport in 
early November during talks 
held here last week between 
His Royal Highenss Crown 
Prince Hassan and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Another key agreement 
reached during the talks .on 
Wednesday was on defining 
the Jordanian- Israeli border 
in the Red Sea, the first 
accord between any two 
countries sharing the Red 
Sc&- 

The sea border will run 
down the middle of the Gulf 
of Aqaba. 

The main focus of the t alks 
between the Crown Prince 
and Mr. Peres, who was 
accompanied by the Israeli 
minis ters of trade, transport 
and tourism, was joint 
Jordanian-Israeli projects to 
be presented at next week's 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit and prospects for financ- 
ing file projects. 

Also reviewed was the im- 

S lementation of the Oct. 26, 
ordan-Israel peace treaty 
and the status of the various 
agreements called for the 
treaty, and in this context the 
two sides set the dates and 
venues for signing file trade 
and transport agreements as 
well as an accord security 
affairs to be signed by the 
interior ministers of the two 
countries. 

The much-delayed trade 
accord, which will clear the 
way for direct imports and 
exports between the two 
countries and for investments 
in each other’s territory, will 
be signed by Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragbeb and his Israeli coun- 
terpart Michel Harish at 
Tiberias to officials. 

The agreement calls for 
preferential treatment and 
reduces customs duties and 
taxes for products are lined 
in annexes to the accord. The 
preferential treatment and 
reduced customs and taxes 
take immediate effect. 

The accord also calls for 
setting up joint committees to 
work on expanding trade ties. 
Crown Prince Hassan said 
after; the meeting with Mr. 
Peres that this issue was an 
important topic for discus- 
sions with the Israeli foreign 
minister during the talks. 

The agreement on security 
is expected to be signed by 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad and his Israeli 
counterpart Yehud Barak 
along with the trade accord in 
Tiberias. 

The transport accord, 
which will allow the entry of 
Jordanian and Israeli vehicles 
into each other’s territory 30 
days after the agreements 
takes effect, will be signed by 
Transport Minister Samir 
Kawar and his Israeli coun- 
terpart Yisrael Kessar in 
Haifa in early November. 

Bus services connecting 
Amman, Irbid and Aqaba 
with the Israeli cities of Tel 
Aviv, Haifa, Nazreth and 
Aqaba will begin 45 days 
after the accord is signed. 

The transport agreement 
includes a key section on civil 
aviation that will dear the 
way for direct flights between 
the two sides as well as grant- 
ing each other overflight 
rights. It will also allow for 
Israeli use of. the port of 
Aqaba and Jordanian use of 
the Israeli ports of Haifa and 
Ashdod, according to the 
Jerusalem Post, an English- 
language Israeli daily. 

Royal Jordanian, the 
national carrier, started using 
Israeli airspace in May 1995 
under in interim agreement, 
which is firmed up in the 
transport accord. 

According to the Post, RJ 
flew about 200 flights a 
month through Israeli airs- 
pace after the May accord 
was reached . 

The two sides have agreed 
to expand the Aqaba airport 
with a main building and two 
terminals to serve Jordan and 
Israel. The airport win be 
called “Peace Airport.” 
Jordan and Israel have alsn 
agreed that Israel will build a 
permanent bridge at the 
Sheikh Hussein crossing in 
the north while Jordan will 
set up a similar facility at the 
King Hussein Bridge that 
connects Jordan mth the 
West P- 



2 second prizes 
awarded in Chopin 
Competition 

WARSAW. Poland (AP> 
For the second time in ^ 
row, no first prize was 
awarded at the end of the 
prestigious 1 3th Inter- 
national Frederic Chopin 
Piano Competition. Phi- 
lippe Giusiano of France 
and the public's favourite, 
Alexei Sultanov of Russia, 
were each awarded second 
prize and 520.000 by the 
24-member jury. The third 
prize and $15,000 went to 
Gabricla Manure. 25, a 
Venezuelan-born 
American. Rem Urasin. 
19, from Russia, came in 
fourth and was awarded 
S 10.000. Japan’s Rika 
Miyatani, 24. won fifth 
prize, worth $6,000. and 
Magdalena Lisak. 24, of 
Poland got the sixth prize 
and $4,000. Traditional 
prizes for best Mazurka. 
Polonaise and concerto 
were not awarded. None of 
the six laureates looked 
happy as Albert 
' Gnidzinski. the competi- 
tion's director, read the 
verdict. Fans who waited 
at the Warsaw 
Philharmonic until well 
after midnight to hear the 
results reacted with boos 
and cries of “scandal." No 
first prize was awarded in 
the last competition, in 
1990. and observers noted 
that the repeat could mean 
either that the quality of 
top-level contestants had 
deteriorated in recent 
years, or that the competi- 
tion’s rules should be 
adjusted to new musical 
styles. 


‘Marlboro Man T 
dies of lung 
cancer 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
David McLean, a rugged 
actor who for many years 
portrayed the "Marlboro 
Man” in television ciga- 
rette commercials, has died 
•at the age of 73 from lung 
cancer, a mortuary spokes- 
woman said. The spokes- 
woman said McLean, who 
also appeared in movies 
and in television westerns, 
died on Ocl 12 at the 
University of California 
Medical Centre in Los 
Angeles. McLean ap- 
peared in small roles in a 
series of television west- 
erns including Gunsmoke, 
Bonanza, High Chaparral 
and The Virginian. His 
movie credits include The 
Andromeda Strain in 1971 
and Nevada Smith in 1975. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Lilo, and son, Mark. 


Charles, Camilla 
appear at same 
party 

LONDON (AP) — Princ 
Charles brought joy t 
tabloid editors as b 
appeared at a party als 
attended by his close frier* 
Camilla Parker Bowie* 
The event, described b, 
the Daily Mail as “a 
astonishing high-risk stral 
egy” by the couple, mad 
the front pages of most c 
the popular paper 
Thursday. It was the firs 
time Prince Charles, 4" 
and Camilla, 4S, have bee; 
.seen at the same publi 
event since the prince’ 
admission last year that h 
had strayed from his mar 
riage vows with Princes 
Diana. Jonathan Dimbiefrj 
the prince’s biographei 
had identified Mrs. Parke 
Bowles as the othe 
woman. Both appearei 
Wednesday at the Ric 
Hotel for the 50th birthda; 
of Lady ’ Sarah Keswick 
Mrs. Parker Bowie; 
arrived two hours be for 
the prince, who wa 
detained at a film pre 
miere. The Sun newspape 
reported that Mrs. Parke 
Bowles’s ex-husbaru 
Andrew, and their son Ton 
were also at the bash. 



